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From the Editor’s Desk 


| De genus Bulbophyllum has increased significantly in popularity over 
the past decade, as new species are discovered, and a number of horti- 
culturally desirable varieties have become readily available. With well over 
a thousand species, they come in an array of shapes, sizes and colours. In 
this issue, the feature article is on Bulbophyllums of the Pacific Islands and 
New Guinea, by well-known grower of Australasian orchids, Darryl 
Smedley. Many rare species are published in colour for the first time in this 
paper. Darryl’s specialty is bulbophyllums, and he spoke on variations of 
this topic at both the recent World Orchid Conference in Vancouver and the 
ANOS Conference in Melbourne. 

Jim Cootes discusses a selection of miniature vandaceous orchids from 
the Philippines. He also formally describes the albino form of Dendrobium 
fairchildiae in this issue. Whilst on dendrobiums, Bill Lavarack continues 
his series of Orchids of Interest with the seldom seen Dendrobium 
virgineum. 

I have written a piece on the somewhat neglected genus /sochilus. These 
are native to Central and South America and are neat plants, even when not 
in bloom. I am sure you will be impressed with their colourful flowers. 

We also have quite a number of cultural information and tips in the 
papers by Ted Elgood and Andy Latten, respected growers from Victoria, 
and Jan Kubler from Queensland discusses the amount of time and care 
needed to grow good orchids. 

The next issue will feature two articles on slipper orchids from the genus 
Paphiopedilum, one on species, and the other on complex hybrids. These 
are new articles, not one of the many tired offerings of late that have been 
reprinted (up to four times) in journals in Australia and overseas. There will 
also be a number of book reviews on a range of recently published or 
reissued orchid texts. 


Orchid Conservation 


I have always been a firm believer in conserving rare plants by propa- 
gating them and distributing them to interested orchid growers. Obviously 
a wild population is preferable to one housed in greenhouses, but with the 
worlds population further increasing and the degree of forest clearing in 
tropical regions, one must wonder what the world will look like in another 
hundred years. If it wasn’t for dedicated orchid growers, showy species 
such as Bulbophyllum echinolabium, Epidendrum ilense, Paphiopedilum 
rothschildianum, Pleurothallis viduata and Vanda javierae may have 
become extinct in the true sense. But it makes you wonder just how many 
botanicals have become extinct before they have even been discovered? 

The International Orchid Conservation Congress is to be held in Perth 
from the 24th to 28th September this year. This major event in the orchid 
world is being jointly hosted by Kings Park and Botanic Gardens, 
the Orchid Specialist Group of the Species Survival Commission, IUCN; 
the American Orchid Society, Botanic Gardens Conservation Inter- 
national, and the Australian Network for Plant Conservation. It will 
bring together for the first time, orchid conservation specialists, 
researchers and practitioners, to develop an understanding of the global 
issues in orchid conservation. It should prove to be of considerable interest 
to many orchid enthusiasts. The website for the Congress is at 
http://www.bgpa.wa.gov.au/OrchidCongress | 

David P. Banks 
Editor, Australian Orchid Review 
dpbanks@ozemail.com.au 
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"Bulbophyllum Species 


most of the Pacific Island nations are 

quite well documented, with one 
exception - New Guinea. Recent publica- 
tions have dealt comprehensively with the 
orchid floras of New Caledonia, Fiji, 
Vanuatu, Samoa and the Solomon Islands 
(plus Bougainville) but for New Guinea 
we have to go back to the first few decades 
of the 1900’s for any comprehensive treat- 
ment of the orchids of the island. 


| Fees — The orchid floras of 


Literature 

J.J.Smith, working from the Botanic 
Gardens in Bogor, dealt with the orchids of 
Dutch New Guinea in several volumes of 
Nova Guinea published between 1909 and 
1935. The orchids of German New Guinea 
were enumerated by Rudolf Schlechter in 
Die Orchidaceen von Deutsch-Neu-Guinea 
published in parts between 1911 and 1914. 
His Figuren-Atlas Zu der Orchidaceen von 
Deutsch-Neu-Guinea (comprising all the 
line drawings) was published in 1923. 
Unfortunately nobody bothered then, or 
now, to survey British Papua, the remaining 
southeastern portion of the island. 

More recently, New Guinea orchids 
have received regular treatment but the 
articles are scattered widely throughout 
the orchid literature in Europe, America 
and Australia. Several sections of 
Dendrobium have been revised, as have 
some of Bulbophyllum, as well as 
Mediocalcar. A few books have appeared 
that deal with geographical areas such as 
O’Byrne’s Lowland Orchids of Papua 
New Guinea, van Royan’s The Orchids of 
the High Mountains of New Guinea and 
van Bodegom’s Enige Orchideén Van West 
Nieuw Guinea. On a more populist line we 
have Millar’s revised Orchids of Papua 
New Guinea, unfortunately again with 
many inaccuracies and unreliable names. 

Regrettably, the definitive publication 
on the orchids of New Guinea has yet to 
appear. Perhaps it never will, given the 
magnificent diversity of genera and 
species resident there. 


Distribution 


The various references give the follow- 
ing totals of Bulbophyllum species for 
each major island group: 

New Zealand 2, Norfolk Island 1, Fiji 
19, New Caledonia 18, Vanuatu iLL, 
Solomon Islands 38, Samoa 11, New 
Guinea (including Bougainville, New 
Britain, New Ireland, etc.) 600 plus. 

There is easily more than 700 species in 
the South Pacific region but this must be 
an understatement as new taxa continue to 
be described, especially from Papua New 
Guinea. Species described in the last ten 
years include B. fonsflorum, B. myon, B. 
Sscopd, B. agastor, B. fraudulentum, B. 
orthosepalum, B. commocardium, B. how- 
croftii, B. levyae, B. myolaénse, B. syl- 
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vanae, B. wakoi, B. schmidii, and B. ban- 
dischii. A recent authoritative estimate of 
the number of Bulbophyllum species in 
Papua New Guinea only is that of O’Byrne 
(loc.cit.) of “at least 600”. As a compari- 


son, Australia has 28 species of 
Bulbophyllum recognised (Clements 
1989) with perhaps a few more when the 
B. johnsonii, B. macphersonii and B. schil- 
lerianum complexes are properly under- 
stood. 


Taxonomy 

The genus Bulbophyllum has been 
divided into some 70 to 80 sections, about 
40 of which occur in the South Pacific. 
There are many horticulturally spectacular 
species immediately recognised as worthy 
of cultivation, just as there are many tiny- 
flowered species that would probably, on 
first inspection, be described as dull. 
However, these miniatures can also be just 
as ostentatious and flamboyant as larger 
orchids but you have to take a little time to 
appreciate this. Sometimes even a trusty 
hand-lens is not enough to properly 
inspect their minute structures and only 
the cleverest macro-photography will 
reveal their intricate beauty. 

Sections Hyalosema, Coelochilus, 
Sestochilus, Pelma, Ephippium and 
Intervallatae seem to provide most of the 
horticulturally attractive species com- 
monly seen in cultivation. Examples of 
Species in other sections such as 
Macrouris, Cirrhopetalum and 
Macrobulbon are sometimes seen but they 
tend to be in specialised collections, gen- 
erally cultivated by that brand of orchid 
grower known as the ‘species nut’. 

It should be noted that the § 
Cirrhopetalum is sometimes considered a 
separate genus, as is § Coelochilus whence 


it is known at generic level as 
Hapalochilus. 
Cultivation 

A number of Pacific Island 


Bulbophyllum species are slowly becom- 
ing available as a small number of nurs- 
eries add them to their catalogues. The 
continuing total ban on export of live 
material from Papua New Guinea and the 
virtually non-existent orchid trade with 
other countries in the region means that the 
enthusiast no longer can rely on obtaining 
wild-collected stock. In the last few years 
some species from Irian Jaya have been 
available through nurseries in Indonesia. 
A feature of these imports has been the fact 
that sometimes the name on the tag is not 
really what the orchid finally flowers to be. 
This is quite exciting actually when the 
completely unexpected appears. 

Nursery raised seedlings and divisions 
are certainly easier to cultivate than bush 
collected material, as they don’t suffer the 
shocks of collection, packaging, air travel 
and unsympathetic quarantine treatment. 


There are enough species available for 
any grower to be able to include some 
Pacific Island species in their collection. 
Shadehouse culture is acceptable for many 
species, including in the colder latitudes if 
high altitude species can be obtained. 
Provision of a cool glasshouse, warm 
glasshouse, or even both increases the 
range of species that can be cultivated. 
Information on various growing tech- 
niques are detailed in three cultivation 
papers (Smedley 1991, 1995a, 1995b) 


Selected Species in Cultivation 
New Zealand 


Two species of Bulbophyllum occur in 
New Zealand, B. tuberculatum and B. pyg- 
maeum, both endemic (Johns and Molloy 
1983). Both species have proved very dif- 
ficult to cultivate, at least in Australia. 
They appear to have a very narrow envi- 
ronmental tolerance, not tolerating tem- 
peratures above 25°C. 


Norfolk Island 


The solitary species on the Australian 
Pacific Ocean Territory of Norfolk Island 
is B. argyropus. Green (1985), in his sur- 
vey of the orchids of Norfolk Island 
alludes to its rarity. In two visits to Norfolk 
Island in the late 1970’s and early 1980s I 
was only able to locate one plant. It was a 
clump about 6cm diameter growing about 
30cm above ground level on a smooth- 
bark tree in private forest abutting the 
Southwest portion of the Mount Pitt 
Reserve. 

Plants from the Australian mainland 
portion of the species’ range, and from 
Lord Howe Island (politically part of New 
South Wales) have proved difficult to 
maintain in cultivation for any length of 
time. 


Fiji 

Kores (1989) records 19 species of 
Bulbophyllum from the Fiji islands group, 
six of which are endemic. There appears to 
be few species of Fijian Bulbophyllum in 
cultivation in Australia, apart from those 
species that have a wide geographical dis- 
tribution, such as B. gracillimum, B. longi- 
florum and B. sessile. None of the endemic 
species, all named by Kores, appear to be 
in captivity. 

Of principal interest amongst the Fijian 


Bulbophyllum species is the unique colour 


form of B. Jlongiflorum from § 
Cirrhopetalum. For a species that ranges 
from East Africa to Tahiti some differ- 
ences in form and colour are to be 
expected (Cootes 1997). However, the 
Fijian form appears to be the most attrac- 
tive, some clones of which are copiously 
marked with reddish purple blotches all 
over the lateral sepals. One clone of this 
type has been recognised with an Award of 
Distinction as B. longiflorum ‘Fiji Fire’ 
AD/AOC-NSW. 


Bulbophyllum finetianum from New Caledonia Bulbophyllum ngoyense from New Caledonia 


The Fijian form of B. longiscapum 
(which is also the type form) is also 
extant in collections, although it appears 
not to differ from clones from other areas 
of its distribution, which includes 


Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, Tonga and 


Samoa. From § Intervallatae, it’s a good 
horticultural subject. The section is char- 
acterised by producing a long, wiry inflo- 
rescence from which individual flowers 


Bulbophyllum cerinum 


open and close progressively, each lasting 
7-10 days. An inflorescence can remain 
in bloom for many months, even up to 
nearly two years in some species from the 
section. It must be fairly scarce in the 
wild on Fiji as Kores (loc.cit.) only 
records six collections. It appears that the 
plants available in Australia are 
descended from a collection of seed in 
Fiji in the 1980’s. 


Bulbophyllum baladeanum from New Caledonia 


New Caledonia 


The orchid flora of New Caledonia is 
characterised by high degrees of 
endemism, with over half of the 215 native 
species considered to be endemic (Société 
Néo-Calédonienne d’Orchidophile 1995). 
Its no surprise then that of the 17 
Bulbophyllum species recorded for New 
Caledonia, eight are considered endemic 
(Clements and Jones 1999). Of the others, 


Bulbophyllum burfordiense (photo, David Titmuss) 
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we again meet the widespread, B. gracilli- 
mum, and B. longiflorum as well as B. 
argyropus, B. hexarhopalos, B. pachyan- 
thum, B. polypodoides and B. samoanum 
which are variously shared with Australia, 
New Guinea, Fiji, Solomon Islands, 
Vanuatu and Samoa and Tonga. 

The species most commonly seen in 
Australia appears to be B. longiflorum, not 
that any New Caledonian species 
Bulbophyllum are common.in Australia by 
any means. This island form, often with 
creamy-yellow lateral sepals, seems to be 
the most robust of all the types, being char- 
acterised by carrying the largest flowers, 
about 45mm long and the largest pseudob- 
ulbs and leaves of the forms usually seen 
in cultivation. By comparison, the 
Australian form seems to be the smallest 
of the lot. It’s a lowland species, most col- 
lections being from below 500m. It thrives 
in my warm glasshouse with a minimum 
winter temperature of 13°C, being content 
with either pot or slab culture. It flowers 
regularly during the warmer months with a 
break in winter. 

Other species that I have found rela- 
tively easy to cultivate are B. aphano- 
petalum, B. ngoyense, B. finetianum and B. 
baladeanum although flowering each of 
the species regularly is another matter. Of 
these, B. aphanopetalum and B. fine- 
tianum (sometimes known as B. betchei) 
are the most regular with the former pro- 
ducing a succession of solitary flowers in 
autumn and winter and the latter flowering 
almost anytime. However, you have got to 
keep a good look-out for B. finetianum as, 
like our Australian B. radicans, it flowers 
underneath the leaves. 

B. ngoyense and B. baladeanum seem to 
be more specific in the conditions needed 
to induce flowering. Up till 1999 I'd 
grown these species quite successfully but 
had never flowered them. In that year we 
had a very mild winter in Sydney with the 
cooler conditions carrying on right 
through until the start of summer. We did 
not have any of those October scorchers 
when the temperature climbs up above the 
old 100°F. Consequently, the developing 
inflorescences on the plants from higher 
altitudes did not abort as so often happens 
in the heat. As it happened, I flowered 
about eight species that summer that I had 
not flowered before. All were high altitude 
plants and some I have had in cultivation 
for twelve years without flowering. 

There are other species from New 
Caledonia that I have in cultivation that I 
would class as difficult to grow, e.g. B. 
hexarhopalos and B. neocaledonicum. The 
former has proved difficult to grow, even 
ex-flask, but I have flowered it and it’s 
worth the effort. From § Epicrianthes it 
has rather weird flowers that emerge from 
under the leaves and are decorated with 
many wavy filaments attached to the 
petals and lip. 
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Vanuatu 

The 80 islands of Vanuatu support 158 
species of orchids of which, according to 
Lewis & Cribb (1989), 17 are 
Bulbophyllum species. Again we 
encounter B. longiflorum but, strangely 
enough, not B. gracillimum, even though it 
is known from the Solomon Islands and 
New Guinea to the North and New 
Caledonia and Fiji to the South and South- 


Bulbophyllum fraudulentum 


Bulbophyllum fritillariiflorum (photo, David Titmuss 


) Bulbophylium sp. aff. grandiflorum 


West. Perhaps its there but hiding? Other 
orchids from Vanuatu that are distributed 
elsewhere in the Pacific are B. longis- 
capum, B. membranaceum, B. samoanum, 
B. saviense, B. neocaledonicum and B. 
polypodoides. No species are recognised 
as being endemic to Vanuatu. 

I have only been fortunate enough to 
grow four species of Bulbophyllum from 
Vanuatu, none of which has been espe- 


Bulbophyllum unitubum 


Bulbophyllum tentaculiferum 


Bulbophyllum aristilabre 


Bulbophyllum sp. aff. stenophylium (photo, Mike Harrison) 


cially difficult in cultivation. B. levatii is a 
vigorous species that can quickly cover a 
mount. With its slender rhizomes and 
multi-branching habit it is not suitable for 
pot culture. On a totem though, it grows 
rapidly and can be covered in the summer 
with many inflorescences to 10cm sup- 
porting 5-8 white feathery flowers. It pro- 
duces a most attractive display. It will 
grow comfortably in a cool glasshouse at a 
minimum of 7°C in winter but responds 
better in my warm glasshouse. 

B. polypodoides is from  § 
Aphanobulbon, a predominantly Asian 
section, not often encountered in cultiva- 
tion, and with perhaps as few as only two 
or three Pacific representatives. The sec- 
tion is characterised by having almost non- 
existent pseudobulbs with leaves with the 
blade gradually narrowing basally, some 
species have a distinct petiole right to the 
rhizome. B. polypodoides grows well in 
the warm glasshouse on a slab and flowers 
predominantly in the spring. It requires 
relatively good light to induce flowering 
as, under full shade, it can go years with- 
out producing a blossom. The inflores- 
cences carry up to 20 cream-coloured 
flowers and, because the inflorescence 
does not really clear the foliage, B. poly- 
podoides cannot really be considered a 
showy species. 

By contrast, B. microrhombus is a real 
little horticultural gem. It is from § 
Coelochilus which contains so many of the 
Pacific’s most desirable species. As is 
characteristic, it has solitary flowers sup- 
ported on an upright wiry inflorescence 
clear of the leaves. Each flower lasts about 
a week but when in full production in 
spring to early summer will continually 
produce flowers over a 6-8 week period. 
At its best it’s a beautiful small clump of 
red flowers with bright yellow labellums. 
The inflorescences persist to form a tiny 
forest of upright spikes as background to 
the very pretty flowers. It is a desirable 
species for pot culture. 

B. samoanum is rare in cultivation 
which is unusual considering its wide dis- 
tribution in Vanuatu, the Solomon Islands, 
New Caledonia, Fiji and Samoa. It’s basi- 
cally a clump-forming species and does 
not appear to be as vigorous a grower as 
the preceding three species. Its floral dis- 
play is subdued, presenting only the occa- 
sional solitary, greenish-yellow flower 
tinged with red with a white lip. The times 
I have flowered it the blooms, which are 
about 1.5cm across, do not open very 
wide. 


Solomon Islands 

In Orchids of the Solomon Islands and 
Bougainville (Lewis and Cribb 1991) 38 
species of Bulbophyllum are recorded as 
occurring in the Solomon Islands. The 
only species recorded as endemic to the 
area are B. dennisii and B. melanoxan- 
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Bulbophyllum alkmaarense 


thum. The rest are shared amongst the 
Pacific Islands with many more taxa 
shared with New Guinea than with the 
island nations further south. 

A number of the species of 
Bulbophyllum from the Solomon Islands 
are in cultivation such as B. cerinum, B. 
samoanum, B. gracillimum (back again 
after missing Vanuatu), B. longiflorum, B. 
antenniferum, B. blumei, B. grandiflorum, 
B. trachyanthum, B. microrhombus, B. lev- 


Bulbophylfum caloglossum 
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Bulbophyllum digoelense 


atii, B. sessile, B. membraneceum, B. 
hahlianum. B. tollenoniferum and B. 
macranthum. Unfortunately, although I 
have many of these species in cultivation, 
I can’t claim to grow any that I know for 
certain have originated from _ the 
Solomons. 

B. grandiflorum has recently had some 
taxonomic attention and should properly 
be now referred to as B. burfordiense 
(Garay, Hamer & Siegerist 1996). The true 


B. grandiflorum is apparently a very rare 
taxon. 


New Guinea 


There is a Bulbophyllum for just about 
everybody in New Guinea. There are taxa 
that grow at sea level on trees overhanging 
the surf to species in the montane forests 
and alpine regions. The highest altitude 
recorded by van Royan (loc.cit.) is 3685m 
for B. algidum. 


Bulbophyllum phalaenopsis 


— 


Bulbophyllum cruentum (photo, lan Chalmers) 


There are diminutive species with tiny 
flowers like insects. Cruttwell (1988) 
refers to the endless variety of these as 
well as describing some of the flowers as 
like insects. B. tentaculiferum he describes 
as like a mosquito and others as like flies 
and moths. Some of the small species are 
quite plain such as B. membranaceum but 
others such as B. trirhapalon are fascinat- 
ingly intricate. 

Other species have spectacularly large 
flowers, such as the un-named species 
from § Ephippium noted by Cruttwell 
(loc.cit) in Enga Province with flowers 
“20cm from top to bottom and nearly as 
wide”. As well we have the species from § 
Macrobulbon that are truly the giants of 
the genus, culminating with B. fletcheri- 
anum with pseudobulbs as big as grape- 
fruit, leaves to 1.5m long, 15cm wide and 
lcm thick. It carries a head of flowers as 
big as a soccer ball and smells like rotten 
meat. What more could an orchid grower 
want? 

All colours (perhaps with the exception 
of blue) are represented. I don’t think that 
I’ve seen a whiter flower than B. leu- 
cothyrsus and then there is an un-named 
black and yellow species from § 
Cirrhopetalum from Irian Jaya. 

It’s impossible to speculate how many 
of the hundreds of species in New Guinea 
are in cultivation. Many seem to be scarce 
in the wild and even rarer in collections, 
probably only represented by a single 
clone that has been widely dispersed. I 
have a number of plants that if I lost, 
would not know where I would get another 
one (apart from divisions shared with 
friends). 

Never-the-less, it’s not impossible to 
gather a collection of Bulbophyllum 
species representing many of the more 
horticulturally desirable plants in a num- 
ber of differing sections. 
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Bulbophyllum orthosepalum 


In § Coelochilus, the closely related B. 
speciosum, B. nitidum, B. aristilabre and 
B. pulchrum are all terrific horticultural 
species, all easy to grow in cool conditions 
but beware of very hot dry days as the 
somewhat thin leaves can burn when heat 
stressed. B. sp. aff. stenophyllum is an 
undescribed taxon which is one of the 
most horticulturally desirable, both on 
account of its large blooms, and its impres- 
sive long leaves and pendent growth habit. 
B. alkmaarense and the warmer growing 
and related B. immobile and B. cruciatum 
are also worth cultivating. 

There are many species in § Hyalosema 
in cultivation. They are mostly lowland 


species and do best in a warm glasshouse 
in winter in cool climates. B. unitubum, B. 
trachyanthum, 8B. fritillariiflorum, B. 
fraudulentum (formerly widely known as 
B. arfakianum) and B. burfordiense are 
fairly easy to obtain. B. elephantinum, B. 
biantennatum and B. elbertii are more 
scarce. We are also growing a very large 
flowered species that may prove to be the 
true B. grandiflorum. 

The flowers from taxa in § Sestochilus 
are some of the sweetest smelling in the 
genus, being commonly pollinated by fruit 
flies. B. bayleyi would be familiar to most 
growers and with B. macranthum is rela- 
tively common in collections. Less often 


Bulbophyllum masdevalliaceum (photo, David Titmuss) 
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encountered are B. sylvanae, B. caryophyl- 
lum, B. emiliorum, B. tortum, B. tollenon- 
iferum, B. gjellerupii and the rare B. 
werneri. All species require winter heat in 
cooler climates. Howcroft (1983) recorded 
12 species in the section in New Guinea 
and the collection of B. emiliorum by 
O’Byrne (loc.cit) and B. sylvanae adds to 
the total. 

Section Intervallate (previously § 
Dialeipanthe) contains another group of 
orchids of considerable horticultural 
appeal given their large, colourful flowers 
and prolonged flowering period. 
Unfortunately, few species from New 
Guinea appear to be in cultivation, only B. 
digoelense and B. scrobiculilabre are 
encountered with any frequency. Never 
heard of B. scrobiculilabre? According to 
Lesley Garay (in lit.) the correct name for 
those plants distributed as B. serra 
(Smedley and O’Byrne 1999) are in fact, 
B. scrobiculilabre. B. caloglossum is about 
the best of the species in this section, 
which are all warm growers, but is very 
rare. 

B. fletcherianum from § Macrobulbon 
has already been described but there are 
other, equally fascinating species in this 
section. Incidently, B. fletcherianum was 
originally described as Cirrhopetalum 
fletcherianum by Rolfe in 1915. Prime 
amongst the others must be B. phalaenop- 
sis with a head of flowers strongly remi- 
niscent of a lump of raw meat crawling 
with maggots. Sound divine? Wait till you 
smell it! B. orthosepalum has flowers with 
the thickest segments I have ever seen. The 
tissue that forms the basal part of the lat- 
eral sepals is 7-8mm thick. Apparently, 
carrion beetles pollinate some members of 
this section, so the flowers have to be 
robust enough to cope with their inten- 
tions. The most colourful species from this 
section is B. macrobulbum, of which flasks 
and seedlings have recently been avail- 
able. One or two plants of B. speisii are 
about but I am unsure if it is really specif- 
ically distinct from B. fletcherianum as I 
have not seen it flower. The other members 
of the section are B. cruentum and B. agas- 
tor but I have never seen live plants. 

B. lineolatum from § Brachypus has 
been available recently and readily grows 
into an attractive exhibit under intermedi- 
ate conditions. B. cerinum is more attrac- 
tive but much more the rarer species. Both 
grow well in pots of sphagnum moss, 
which should be changed annually. 

The most common species from § 
Ephippium seen in collections is B. mas- 
devalliaceum followed by B. longicauda- 
tum. Both grow well in warm conditions 
either on a slab or in a shallow saucer (see 
Cootes 2000 for a discussion on why B. 
masdevalliaceum and not B. blumei and 
why B. longicaudatum and not B. nasica). 
B. zebrinum and B. odontopetalum are 
uncommon but grow well in intermediate 
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Bulbophyllum odontopetalum 


conditions potted in sphagnum moss or 
mounted on treefern. 

Species from § Polyblepharon are not 
well known in cultivation, primarily 
because they are relatively small growing 
plants with small flowers. There are how- 


Bulbophyllum olivinum 


Bulbophyllum leucothyrsus 


ever, some very attractive species in culti- 
vation, such as the mosquito-like B. tenta- 
culiferum, B. quinquelobium, B. mem- 
branaceum and B. triandrum. All are 
small creeping species and grow well in 
pots in sphagnum or on a treefern slab. 
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Bulbophyllum callichroma 


Because of their small root system they do 
not like to dry out completely. 

The large and spectacular B. leucothyr- 
sus with the pure white flowers belongs to 
§ Pelma as does B. saviaense but both 
species seem to be quite rare in cultivation. 
With their pendant habit they are suitable 
for slab culture in warm conditions but are 
slow growing. 

Section Macrouris has some delight- 
ful, basically miniature species with slen- 
der, multi-flowered inflorescences. 
Regretably, like many sections within 
Bulbophyllum, it is under-represented in 
collections in Australia. B. macrourum, 
B. musicola, B. callichroma and B. oliv- 
inum can sometimes be noted. All like 
cool moist conditions and grow well in 
pots of seedling bark or sphagnum moss 
with the exception of B. macrourum, 
being pendant, needing a moisture-reten- 
tive slab. 

Species from § Cirrhopetalum seem to 
be rather poorly represented in New 
Guinea but this failing is made up by one 
of the grandest and most impressive 
species in the genus, B. graveolens. It is 
certainly not a typical member of § 
Cirrhopetalum. A large species with 
pseudobulbs to goose egg size and long 
broad leaves; it is a reliable flowerer for 
growth in warm conditions. As a bonus, it 
comes in two colour forms: the clear form 
with the sepals and petals either clear 
greenish-yellow or rarely bronze, or the 
spotted form with the dorsal sepal and 
petals spotted reddish and a reddish suffu- 
sion over the basal part of the lateral 
sepals. A prominent feature of the species 
is the odour; sweet, fragrant and pleasant 
if you are a blowfly, the contrary if you 
are not. 


We 


Conclusion 
The above selection of some desirable 
species from the huge variety of 


Bulbophyllum species in the South Pacific 
is by no means complete. There are quite a 
few species that have great horticultural 
merit that I have not seen flower, nor am I 
aware that they are all available in 
Australia. Included within this group are 
B. papilio, B. oobulbon, B. pachyanthum, 
B. adenambon, B. rhodoleucum, B. agas- 
tor, B. cruentum, B. chloroanthum, B. 
foetidum and any of the § Epicrianthes 
species. Notwithstanding that some of 
these species may be tucked away in pri- 
vate collections, the remainder of the 
Pacific Bulbophyllum species noted above 
provide tremendous scope for the enthusi- 
ast interested in the challenge of cultivat- 
ing and researching data on some very, 
very desirable species. The author has 
grown all of the illustrated plants. David 
Banks took all of the photos, with the 
exception of B. sp. aff. stenophyllum by 
Mike Harrison and B. burfordiense, B. frit- 
illariiflorum and B. masdevalliaceum by 
David Titmuss. Jan Chalmers pho- 
tographed B. cruentum in the wild during 
one of his recent visits to Irian Jaya. 
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Synonyms: D. kontumense Gagnepain; 
D. sculptum auct. non. Rchb.f.: A.D. Kerr 
1969; Callista virginea (Rchb.f.) Kranzl. 


his delightful member of the Section 
dL. Formosae (also known as 
Nigrohirsutae) is not common in collec- 
tions. My plant came into my possession 
by a fortunate accident. I purchased it as 
Dendrobium draconis, but when it flow- 
ered I found I had a plant of D. virgineum. 
It occurs naturally in Burma, Thailand, 
Laos and Vietnam, but I have been unable 
to find any details of the habitat or the alti- 
tude at which it grows. It has in the past 
been confused with D. sculptum Rchb.f., a 
species from Borneo, but the late Dr 
Seidenfaden showed this to be incorrect. 
The pseudobulbs are 30 to 50 cm long and 
about 15 mm in diameter, narrowing sud- 
denly at the base. They are borne in dense 
clumps. My plant flowered from a pseudob- 
ulb about 18 cm long. The upper half of the 
stem is leafy, with the leaves being about 6 
to 6.5 cm long and 3 cm wide, markedly 
unequally bilobed at the apex. The leaf 
sheaths are covered with small dark hairs 
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that tend to rub off with age. There are one 
to three short inflorescences borne near the 
apex, each with up to 6 large flowers. The 
flowers are about 6 cm across with a slender 
mentum about 2.5 cm long. They are pure 
white with a small orange spot in the middle 
of the lip and some orange colouring at the 
mouth of the mentum. The lip is promi- 
nently three lobed and the mid-lobe has a 
wavy margin. Some descriptions mention 
some degree of red veining on the lip, but 
this is absent on my plant. Flowering in the 
habitat is given as autumn, but my plant 
came into flower in December (early sum- 
mer) and the flowers were still in reasonable 
condition in mid March, making it a very 
long-lasting flower. 

While the habitat details are unknown, it 
has adapted well to the North Queensland 
climate. It grows in a hanging pot, where 
it gets good air movement, in an orchid 
house under shade cloth. It gets watered 
either by myself or by the heavens almost 
every day in summer (mid November to 
mid April in Townsville) but for the 
remainder of the year it is watered twice a 
week, or occasionally three times if it is 


hot and dry. The potting mix used is a mix 
of bark, perlite and sphagnum moss. 
Nighttime temperatures have reached as 
low as 6°C, but are usually above 12°C 
even in winter. Daytime temperatures in 
the orchid house range from a maximum 
temperature of about 35°C in summer and 
about 27°C (23°C on a cold day) in winter. 
Humidity is at extreme levels in summer 
and low in winter. The success of this 
species in these conditions suggests it 
comes from a warm environment, proba- 
bly lowland or in the foothills. 
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VW Vhere are at least 41 vandaceous gen- 

| era found within the Philippine 

k. archipelago. Aerides, Amesiella, 
Arachnis, Ascocentrum, Phalaenopsis, 
Renanthera, and Vanda are some of the 
more frequently seen genera in collec- 
tions. The reason for this is simple, that 
apart from Ascocentrum, all have large, 
spectacular flowers, some of which are 
brightly coloured. 

I personally prefer the miniature 
species, or more correctly, the miniature- 
flowered species. There are a number of 
reasons for this choice and the main one is 
space or lack thereof. My criterion for a 
miniature species is that the flower is no 
more than 1 cm across the widest point of 
the bloom. Plant size is immaterial (unless 
space is a problem), because we generally 
grow these plants for their flowers, don’t 
we? 


A Selection of Genera and Species: 
Ceratocentron fesselii 


Dr. Karlheinz Senghas named this 
species in 1989, in the German orchid 
magazine Die Orchidee. The specific 
name honours Dr. Hans Fessel, a German 
taxonomist who has recently named many 
new orchid species from the Philippines. 

The plant of this species is only about 
2.5 cm high by 4 cm wide across the thick 
leathery leaves. Inflorescences are upright 
and bear up to four flowers about 1 cm in 
diameter. A mature plant can bear several 
inflorescences. The flowers are bright 
orange with the labellum being white on 
the outer edge and purplish in the centre. 
There is a wide colour variation in the 
species and J have seen flowers ranging in 
colour from dark red to yellow. 

This genus and species is endemic to the 
Philippines. It occurs at elevations of 
about 1,200 metres in the mountains of 
Central Luzon. In its natural habitat the 
plant is very difficult to see when it is not 
in flower because it grows in deep moss 
and only the inflorescences appear above 
the mosses. 

I have seen this species being sold, in 
the Philippines, as Hymenorchis javierae, 
a name which has never been published in 
accordance with the rules of taxonomy. A 
magnificent miniature species that is now 
being grown from seed, so hopefully it will 
become more readily available. It is a must 
for any orchid collection. 


By Jim Cootes 


Cleisostoma weberi 

Professor Oakes Ames _ originally 
named this plant as Sarcanthus weberi in 
1915. Dr. Garay transferred the generic 
name to Cleisostoma in 1972. 


Ceratocentron fesselii. Grower Jack Jannese, photo David Titmuss 


Megalotus bifidus. Grower Jim Cootes, 
photo Jim Cootes 


Micropera utriculosa. Grower David Banks, 
photo David Banks 


The plant is small and upright growing. 
The leaves are terete and about 3 mm in 
diameter. The inflorescence is semi-pen- 
dulous; bearing up to 10 blooms about 6 
mm in diameter, which open sequentially. 


Cleisostoma weberi. Grower Jim 


Omoea 
Banks, 
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philippinensis. Grower David 
photo David Banks 


Cootes, photo David Titmuss 


This species is endemic to the 
Philippines and is known from throughout 
the islands. It grows as an epiphyte at ele- 
vations of up to 300 metres. 


Malleola constricta 


Professor Oakes Ames named _ this 
plant in 1915 in Fascicle V of his Studies 
in the Family Orchidaceae. The specific 
name refers to the constricted spur of the 
flower. 

Growth habit of this plant is semi-pen- 
dulous and the leaves are very leathery. 
The pendulous inflorescence bears up to 
20 blooms about 6 mm in diameter. 


Banks 


Sarcophyton pachyphyllus. Grower David Banks, photo David 


This species is endemic to the 
Philippines and is widely distributed 
throughout the islands. It grows as an epi- 
phyte at altitudes of up to 1,200 metres, 
often in very well shaded localities. 


Megalotus bifidus 


Dr. John Lindley first named this plant 
as Saccolabium bifidum. Dr. Garay trans- 
ferred the generic name to Megalotus in 
1972. The specific name refers to the bifid 
(split) labellum. 

The plant habit is semi-pendulous and 
the leathery leaves have the appearance of 
velvet. The inflorescences are pendulous, 


Malleola constricta. Grower Jim Cootes, photo David Titmuss 


bearing many flowers about 5 mm in 
diameter, which open sequentially. 

This genus and species is endemic to the 
Philippines and is widely distributed 
throughout the islands. It grows as an epi- 
phyte at altitudes of up to 1,200 metres, 
often in very well shaded localities. It fre- 
quently grows close to the ground on the 
ends of small branches or twigs. 


Micropera utriculosa 


Professor Oakes Ames first named this 
plant as Camarotis utriculosa in 1915. Dr. 
Garay transferred the generic name to 
Micropera in 1972. The specific name 
refers to inflated spur of this species. 

The plant is an upright grower, reaching 
30 cm tall. The leaves are leathery and well 
spaced. Inflorescence is upright, carrying 
up to 12 blooms about 1 cm in diameter. 

This species is endemic to the 
Philippines and is widely spread through- 
out the islands. It grows as an epiphyte at 
elevations of around 1,000 metres. 


Omoea philippinensis 


Professor Oakes Ames established this 
species in Fascicle V of his Studies in the 
Family Orchidaceae in 1915. The specific 
name refers to the Philippines. 

The plant is of upright growth habit and 
the leaves are very leathery and thick. The 
inflorescence is short and bears about 6 
flowers, 6 mm in diameter. 

This species is endemic to the 
Philippines and is only known from the 
mountains of Central Luzon at elevations 
of about 1,200 metres. 


Robiquetia compressa 


Dr. John Lindley first named this plant 
as Saccolabium compressum. Dr. Rudolf 
Schlechter transferred the generic name to 
Robiquetia in 1913. The specific name 
refers to the flattened stem of this species. 

The plant is a semi-pendulous grower 
reaching lengths of up to 60 cm. The leath- 
ery leaves are up to 15 cm long by 3 cm 
wide. The inflorescences are pendulous, 
bearing up to 40 blooms, which open 
sequentially. The flowers are about 8 mm 
in diameter and sweetly scented. 

This species is endemic to the 
Philippines and has been recorded from 
many of the islands. It grows as an epi- 
phyte, often in bright light, at altitudes of 
up to 2,000 metres. 


Sarcophyton pachyphyllus 


Professor Oakes Ames first named this 
plant as Sarcanthus pachyphyllus in 1915. 
Dr. Garay transferred the generic name to 
Sarcophyton in 1972. The specific name 
refers to the very thick, leathery leaves. — 

The plant is an upright grower reaching 
heights of 30 cm. The inflorescence is 
upright, frequently branching and bears 
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presents the 2nd Annual 


This event will again be held as part of the 2001 
Royal Melbourne Show, September 20 - 30. 

It will consist of two separate shows (1 x 5 days & 

1 x 6 days), with two overall Grand Champions 
coming out of the two shows. The Competition will 
be an open type event which is open to the public, 
members of orchid societies and commercial growers. 


Section Champion 
$100 plus a sash 


Champion of each Show 
$400 plus a sash 


Grand Champion Specimen of the Show 
$500 plus a sash 


and Grand Champion Orchid of the Show 
$1000 plus a sash and trophy 


For more information or for an entry form or schedule 


please contact: Kylie Smith, Manager, Horticulture (03) 9281 7480 


Email: kylie.smith@rasv.melbourne.net 


For information on the availability of commercial sites in the pavilion 
housing the Orchid Expo, please contact: Melanie Hopgood-Bould, 


Manager Royal Show Commercial Sales (03) 9281 7462 


The Royal Agricultural Society of Victoria Limited 
Royal Showgrounds Epsom Road 

Ascot Vale Vic 3032 

Royal Show Website: www. royalshow.com.au 


THE ROYAL 
AGRICULTURAL 


SOCIETY 
OF VICTORIA 


EXCELLENCE IN AGRICULTURE 


Robiquetia compressa. Grower David Banks, 
photo David Banks 


several hundred blooms about 5 mm in 
diameter. 

This genus and species are endemic to 
the Philippines and are only known from 
the island of Luzon. It grows as an epi- 
phyte at elevations of up to 500 metres. 


Cultivation: 


All the above species have been grown 
by the author in a glasshouse, heated in 
the winter to 12°C. The glasshouse is 
covered with 50% shade cloth in the 
winter and an extra layer of 80% shade 
cloth is put on during the worst of the 
summer heat. An electric fan is running 
24 hours a day. Humidity is kept as high 
as possible by damping down under the 
benches and walkway several times a day. 
Plants were fertilised with both organic 
and inorganic fertilisers at regular inter- 
vals, at half the manufacturer’s recom- 
mendation. 

Sadly, the majority of the species men- 
tioned in this article are infrequently seen 
and are rare in collections. All are easy to 
grow and would make a worthwhile addi- 
tion to any species or botanical collec- 
tion. 
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Versa Rock™ 


Water Absorption of Some 
Potting Materials 


Ted Elgood 


have been interested for some time in 

the various porous materials that have 
become available for use in potting media 
for orchids. These materials are Absorba 
Stone™, Versa Rock™, and Expand Clay 
Nodules. It has been suggested that they 
may be suitable for use as the total 
medium or in mixtures with treated pine 
bark. 

To get to know a little about the proper- 
ties of these products, I decided to carry 
out some simple experiments to determine 
how much water they absorbed and the 
rate at which the water was lost. To set up 


: this experiment I took four 80 mm. Port 
Pots and filled them to the top with each of 


the materials including one with 5 mm 
treated pine bark. 

All of the potting materials had been 
allowed the dry in the sun for two days 
before commencing the tests. The pots 


__ were weighed and then placed in a dish of 
'_ water to soak for 1 hour. The pots were 


removed from the water and allowed to 
drain for 1 hour. The pots were re-weighed 
and placed in the shade house with the 
orchids. Over the period of one week the 
pots were weighed at various intervals and 
the results recorded. The results of these 
simple tests are presented in the following 
tables. 


TABLE 1. 
WATER ABSORPTION 
Materials Dry Wet Water — % Water 
Weight — Weight Absorbed Absorbed 

Bark 108g. 120g. 12g. 11.1 
Absorba Stone™ 105g. 168g. 63g. 60.0 
Versa Rock™ 170g. 240g. 70g. 41.2 
Clay Nodules 110g. 129g. 19g. 17.3 
TABLE 2. 

| WEIGHT OF MATERIALS 

| Material Weight After 


24hours 48 hours 
Bark 112g. 110g. 102g. 101g. 


Absorba Stone™ 155g. 150g. 140g. 137g. 
Versa Rock™ 221g. 220g. 211g. 202g. 


96 hours 168hours 


Clay Nodules 120g 116g. 110g. 111g. 
TABLE 3. 
WATER RETENTION 
Material Water Remaining After 
24hours 48hours  96hours 168 hours 
| Bark 4g. 2g. WNil Nil 
| Absorba Stone™ 50g. 459. 35g. 32g. 


51g. 50g. 41g. 32g. 


Clay Nodules 10g. 6g. Nil WNil 


These experiments were conducted in 
autumn with maximum day temperatures 
of 20°C to 25°C and minimum night tem- 
peratures of 8°C to 10°C. 


Comments on Results 


Bark absorbed 11.1% of its dry weight 
and this water was lost completely after 48 
hours. 

Absorba Stone™ absorbed 60.0% of its 
dry weight and after 168 hours still 
retained 30% of the water absorbed. It may 
be that some of the water absorbed is 
retained permanently at normal day tem- 
peratures. Certainly, the rate of water loss 
decreased significantly after 96 hours. 

Versa Rock™ is a more dense stone than 
Absorba Stone™ and absorbed 41.2 % of 
its dry weight of water. As with Absorba 
Stone™ the initial water loss was high 
(30% of the water absorbed). However, 
after 24 hours the rate of loss of water 
decreased rapidly. After 168 hours nearly 
half of the water absorbed still remained. 

Expanded Clay Nodules surprisingly 
only absorbed 17.3% of its dry weight of 
water and this was lost after 48 hours. 

It does appear from these preliminary 
tests that Absorba Stone™ and Versa 
Rock™ do absorb appreciable quantities 
of water and retain this moisture over a 
long period of time. 

Further experiments will be conducted 
in the spring to see if we can gain more 
information about these interesting potting 
materials. | 

Ted Elgood 
Lot 13, Lewis Road, 
Healesville, VIC 3177 


Cedarvale 


Orchids 


Koss and Rhonda Harvey 
Specialist breeders of cool growing 
Australian Natives and Hybrids 
Send S.A.E. for our current listing 
Mail orders our specialty 
‘Phone prior to visiting 


16 Heather-Anne Drive 
DRAPER QLD 4520 
Telephone: (07) 3289 1953 
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ROYALE 


ORCHIDS 


Pssst ... wanna float down the Nile on a leaky papyrus raft, how 
about a hot air balloon trip over the sunny Gaza strip ... no, well 
pack the spouse into the car, bus or float and head for the hills... 


The 16th Annual Orchid Fair 


Held at Royale Orchids, 1360 Brieses Road, Peats Ridge 
Phone: (02) 4375 1199 Fax: (02) 4575 1205 
Email: royale@acay.com.au 
8.30am to 4.00pm 


Saturday 30th June 2 Sunday Ist July 


Another great line up of vendors: 


Tinonee Orchid Nursery e Oceania Orchids 
Hills District Orchids e Johnsons Orchids (SA) 
Robertson Orchids (Qld) e Castle Creek Orchids (Vic) 
Mt Beenak Orchids e Warrnambool Orchids 
Wirra Willa Orchids e Bryants Orchids 
Battack Orchids e Camira Orchids 
Miriam Ann Orchids e Dendi Orchids 
The Orchid Pot Co. e Foxfire Orchids 
Kevin Sobel Wines 


Lots of new releases: 


@ 20 flowering size vandaceous mericlones 

e Bountiful bulbophyllums 

e@ Heaps of new paphiopedilum species and hybrids 
@ Cymbidium seeding and mericlones in abundance 


... and that’s just what Royale is offering 


AOR 132 


Come early -— 


Stay for Lunch and longer 
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Isochilus aurantiacus 


Isochilus braziliensis 


Isochilus linearis 


Wsochilus is a small genus of about five 
4 sympodial species from Central and 
South America. These graceful species 
with grass-like foliage look attractive even 
when not in flower. They have a very 
thick, succulent root system and are read- 
ily grown in pots of a well drained, but 
moisture retentive’ mixture. Pine bark 
mixes work fine (with a small proportion 
of gravel and perlite), with small divisions 
readily started in sphagnum moss. 

Tsochilus prefer intermediate growing 
conditions, taking temperatures down to 
almost freezing in winter and the heat of 
summer. The preferred temperature range 
would be between 6°C to 30°C, so they 
would be adaptable to a range of climates. 
They appreciate regular watering, as the 
plants are invariably in constant growth. 
70% shading seems to suit most species, 
which I grow with many of my 
Dendrochilum species. 

They flower from the top of the thin 
matured growth, with the top leaves some- 
times changing colour before blooming 
commences. The flowers are small, 
colourful and in some cases do not open 
fully and are self-pollinating. Isochilus lin- 
earis is the most frequently seen species, 
with a few others popping up in specialist 
collections. I am growing the following 
species, as well as [sochilus carnosiflorus. 
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Text and photos David P. Banks 


Isochilus major 


Isochilus aurantiacus is a choice, win- 
ter-flowering species from Brazil that has 
bright tangerine-orange blooms. It also has 
the ability to produce other flowers spas- 
modically throughout the year. 

Isochilus braziliensis is native to Brazil, 
and has short spikes of ice-pink blooms 
with a lighter centre. The upper foliage 
turns from green to purple before flower- 
ing. 

Isochilus linearis has a wide distribu- 
tion, found over the range of the genus. It 
often has pink, somewhat tubular flowers 
in spring. Some forms are self-pollinating 
and rarely open. 

Isochilus major has the largest flowers 
in the genus, being up to 15mm across. It 
is summer flowering, from Central 
America, and has short sprays of widely 
opening, bright rose-purple blooms. 

Keep an eye out for these interesting 
botanical species. Yes, they have small 
flowers, but they make up for this by their 
bright colours, interesting growth habit 
and overall floral display. All plants grown 
and photographed by the author. a 


David P. Banks 

Hills District Orchids 

P.O. Box 390 

Baulkham Hills NSW 1755 
Email: dpbanks@ozemail.com.au 
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Australia’s ultimate orchid show 
The 10th Melbourne 
International Orchid 

Spectacular 


August 17 18 & 19, 2001 


The Melbourne International Orchid Spectacular, first created in 1992 by Collectors Corner has 
quickly grown to become Australia’s largest annual orchid show with record numbers of plants 
and exhibits being presented each year. 


The show attracts interest Australia wide and also from overseas. Over $10,000 is available in 
prizes for the champions and classes. The competitions are open to all hobbyists, societies and 
commercial growers across Australia. The show is proudly managed by OSCOV and all its 
member societies. 


2001 promises to be the best year yet with the early signs indicating incredible spike and flower 

counts in Cymbidiums and some other genera. Orchid World will exhibit its fabulous soon to be 

released Cym. Little Sarah (Sarah Jean x Sweetheart) as well as many other new releases from 
other growers that will be displayed in amongst the thousands of plants on exhibition. 


For those wanting something special don’t forget a quick stop at Collectors Corner after the show 
and visit your favourite orchid nurseries at 


The 11th Melbourne Orchid Fair 


Sellers this year include: 
Castle Creek Orchids ¢ Mt Beenak Orchids ¢ Orchid World ¢ Tinonee Orchids ¢ 
Warrnambool Orchids ¢ Woolf Orchidculture (formerly Florafest) and WTO Orchids. 
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Collectors Corner, Gardenworld, 810 Springvale Rd, Braeside, 3195. Phone: 03 9798 5845 . 


The Albino Form of 
Dendrobium fairchildiae 


Jim Cootes 


| Dee the compilation of my forth- 
coming book The Orchids of the 
Philippines (Times Editions, Singapore) 
many plants were obtained from various 
sources throughout the mountains of the 
Philippines, particularly Luzon. Many of 
these plants have flowered, been 
described, and photographed for the book. 
Some of the plants refused to bloom. 
When I decided to do extensive fieldwork 
in the Philippines (1998-1999) I disposed 
of my collection in Australia, but kept tabs 
on where the species were which I had not 
bloomed. A number of these plants have 
since flowered and among them is an 
albinistic form of the magnificent 
Dendrobium fairchildiae. 

This form has not been previously 
described, which is the purpose of this 


paper. 


Dendrobium fairchildiae fma. album 
J.E. Cootes forma noy. 

Habitus idem sicut species sed flores 
albi sunt. (Habit same as species but flow- 
ers are white). 

TYPE: ex cultivated Sydney, March 
2001, M.Harrison MHO001/95 ex Philip- 
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pines: Luzon, Mountain Province; Banawe 
region, alt. c. 2000 m, Nov. 1995, J.Cootes 
s.n. (ORG 3415) (holotype CANB). 

Etymology: The form name refers to 
the pure white flowers. There is a yellow 
blotch in the labellum. 

Discussion: 

Please note the new spelling for 
fairchildae. According to the ICBN the 
spelling is fairchildiae. 

To quote: ICBN St. Louis Code (also in 
older versions) p. 97, Recom. 60C.1. 

(a): “If the personal name ends with a 
consonant (except -er), substantival epi- 
thets are formed by adding -i- ...plus the 
genitive inflection appropriate to the sex 
and number of the person(s) honoured 
(e.g.....wilson-iae)...” 

Acknowledgements: Thanks to Dr. 
Mark Clements (Centre of Plant 
Biodiversity Research, Canberra) for 
assistance in the compilation of the Latin 
description and the type citation, Howard 
Wood for information about the ICBN 
Code and David Banks for providing the 
slide used to illustrate this paper. | 

Jim Cootes 
Email: jecootes@ozemail.com.au 


How YOUR 
COMPUTER 
CAN HELP 
YOUR 
WINDOWSILL 


aa anceps the American Orchid Society So 
ee? BA axzaetaa st D 
ee Prat tery te 


If your sunny windowsill is lonely and in 
need of something green and flowery, 
log on now to the American Orchid 
Society’s very popular Web site — 
Orchid Web® — for helpful and exten- 
sive tips on orchid growing. Enjoy 
inspiring color photographs, a calen- 
dar of orchid events and other helpful 
orchid advice. Orchid Forum, devel- 
oped as an information exchange plat- 


form, is visited regularly by novice and 


advanced growers throughout the world. 


Founded in 1921, the AOS is the 
world’s number-one orchid-information 
source — just ask 30,000 members 
worldwide. On-site membership appli- 
cation is available along with conve- 
nient, secured shopping in The AOS 
BookShop and Orchid Emporium. 


American Orchid Society 

Department AORMAG 

6000 South Olive Avenue 

West Palm Beach, Florida 33405-4199 _ 
Telephone 561-585-8666 

Fax 561-585-0654 

E-mail TheAOS@compuserve.com 

Web site orchidweb.org 


AmOrcSoc 
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The Oasis i Is 


Thursday 12 to Sunday 15 July 
Ground Floor and Level 1 
Sam-'6pm Thursday to Saturday 
Sam- 4.30pm Sunday 

FREE admission 

FREE undercover parking 


Toe 


s7S;H7O}PIP:.N Gai CE NiTR Ev 


Five acres situated 8km from the centre of 
Springwood in the lower Blue Mountains — in 
a world renowned temperate climate loca- 
tion. Improvements include a private 5 
bedroom residence with verandah all 
around, 8 large gas-heated igloos, 2 large 
farm sheds, 2 cool rooms, town water and 
adam. 


Contact Don Nott Real Estate 
192 Macquarie Road, Springwood 
Phone: (02) 4751 3333 
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Pine Bark 
or Substitute? 


by Andy Latten 2 


wr pine bark going up and up in 
cost, it is not surprising we are 
looking once more for substitutes to 
grow our orchid plants in. Here are 
some of the contenders. 


Sphagnum Moss: 


For years now, many growers have 
been using Sphagnum moss to grow 
their orchids in. The latest report was 
that a bag of moss was even more 
expensive than bark. There are success- 
ful growers who say that Sphagnum 
moss is better than bark. Sphagnum is a 
good medium to encourage new root 
growth, and is a popular choice for 
many seedling orchids. It can also be 
used as a dressing on top of pots of 
established plants to keep the bark (or 
other medium underneath) from drying 
out too fast. 


Horse manure: 


In cooler climates some have even 
used horse manure, mainly for cymbid- 
iums. It has not proved reliable for other 
miscellaneous genera, with their roots 
often confined to the Sphagnum moss 
dressing on top. As the weather can be 
very damp in winter, this was not a suc- 
cessful experiment, with many 
instances of rot. It would take to much 
water regulation and be too expensive 
to be economical. In the trials some 
plants were lost and some were only 
just saved. However, there are some 
growers in Tasmania that swear by it. 


Styrofoam: 


These little bubbles bulk up the mix 
and add some extra air to the medium 
and little else. The top ones have the 
tendency to fly as soon as a little wind 
is around. They have no nutritional 
value; they don’t break down, and it is 
very cheap. 


Charcoal: 

This burned wood has been used for 
many years and is still the most added 
material with bark. It holds water a bit 
longer than the bark but also the fer- 
tiliser and, as that can turn into salts as 
it gets too old, it has to be flushed regu- 
larly. 


Absorba Stone™ and Absorbalite: 
The latest products coming from 
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Queensland are Absorba Stone and 


Absorbalite. Absorba Stone, which is | 


mined from ancient fossilized plants, is 
claimed to be the same material that 
Agar Cloning Gel is made from, and 
consists of very high silicious material. 
On checking the pH it showed a high 
alkalinity of 7.5 to 8. Absorbalite is the 
product of Maidenwell Mining and is 
composed principally of amorphous sil- 
icon dioxide (SiO2)(82.17 %) and ne 
pH reading was 6.5 to 7. 

Both producers claming that orchid 
plants can be grown in the coarse grade, 
I purchased a bag of each in early 
March 2000 and started my experiment 
with Phalaenopsis, Miltoniopsis and 
Dendrobiums. 

The medium size Phalaenopsis 
where planted in 125mm pots and large 
plants in 175mm pots. One of each size 
in 100% Absorba Stone; 100% 
Absorbalite; 65% pine bark and 35% 
Absorba Stone; 65% pine bark and 35% 
Absorbalite; and the last in 100% pine 
bark The same size plant was used in 
each pot and were placed in the same 
position so they would receive the same 
water, fertiliser, ventilation and sun- 
light. 

After ten weeks all pots where mak- 
ing new roots over the medium. The 
plants leaves in the 100% Absorba 
Stone and Absorbalite started to look a 
bit dull, the roots in these pots were not 
going in the medium and after an 
inspection in the pot, all growing and 
green roots which were put in the pot 
where dormant and dying. Those in the 
pots with bark were still growing. This 
is of no surprise, as the Absorba Stone 
and Absorbalite consist of over 80% sil- 
icon dioxide which can easily turn to 
salts. 

As I have abandoned the 100% 
Absorba Stone and Absorbalite, I will 
continue with the other pots and find 
out if the bark will last longer if 
Absorba Stone or Absorbalite keeps the 
PH up. The 100% bark plant is showing 
a spike and will be the ye I grow 
my orchids. © 


Andy Latten 
P.O. Box 24 


Coutts Crossing — 


NSW 2460 


Email: lattenja@northnet.com.au 


Orchid Books 


The Orchidaceae of German New 
Guinea 

R. Schlechter. English translation by 
Rogers, Katz & Simmons 1982. The 
English translation of the original 
work dating from 1914, incorporating 
the atlas of plates. With 2 b/w foldout 
maps. Hard cover. In excellent condi- 
tion 1180p., A$200.00 


Orchids in the garden 
Robert Friend 2000. An easy-to-read 
‘how to’ book, explaining how orchids 
can be grown in the garden and around 
the house. It describes which orchids 
are suitable for which situations, and 
how to grow them. Soft cover, colour 
and b/w illustrations,144p., A$29.95 


Orchid Fever 
Eric Hansen 2000. This book tells of 
the author's efforts to separate truth 

from fiction in the illegal orchid trade. 
Hard cover,272p., A$35.00 


Carnivorous plants 
Tony Carmilleri 1998. An easy ref- 
erence guide to growing carnivorous 
plants worldwide, with information 
about the origin of many species, 
how to care for them and also 
discusses common problems. Soft 
cover, full colour,104p., A$32.95 


Carnivorous Plants of Australia. Vol. 3 
Allen Lowrie 1999. Cephalotus, tuberous 
Drosera and Utricularia from southern 
Australia; pygmy Drosera and Byblis from 
south western Australia, and Drosera, 
Byblis, Aldovanda and Nepenthes from 
northern Australia. Colour photographs 
and line drawings. Hard cover. A$54.95 


We will be at the St. lves Orchid 
Fair, 17-19 August, with books on 
orchids, native plants, gardening 
and other subjects 


NATURE 


P.O. Box 345 
Lindfield NSW 2070 


fax 02 94158098 
on-line catalogue at 
http://www.booksofnature.com 


23 


24 


17" World Orchid Conference 


Dateline: K.L. Malaysia 21" April, 2001. 


Update for intending attendees of 
17" World Orchid Conference to be held at 
M.I.N.E.S. Exhibition Centre April 24 May 2, 2002. 


Murray and Jean Shergold, of Easy Orchids, 
Woodburn filed the following report whilst attending 
the 11” annual Shah Alam International Orchid 
Festival which is the forerunner to the 17” W.O.C. This 
orchid festival has been organised to be a mirror 
image trial run for next year's conference. 


We have just experienced a wonderful show here in 
Selangor State. Malaysia is one of the worlds largest 
orchid growing countries and is also host to more than 
2000 species in it's extensive jungles that range from 
the steamy tropical areas of Sabah State to the cooler 
Cymbidium growing hills of the Cameron Highlands. 
Malaysian people have an inbuilt passion for orchids 
that is demonstrated by the Government who have 
underwritten the 17" W.O.C. to the tune of $6,000,000 
RM (AUD$3.5 million). In Malaysia the orchid is king, 
whether it be the world's largest orchid 
(Grammatophyllum speciosum) or the smallest, 
whether it be a cut flower hybrid Dendrobium that can 
be seen growing by the hectare or pot plant orchids for 
Japan or U.S.A., Malaysia has it all. 


The M.I.N.E.S. is an outstanding venue. The W.O.C. 
will be held in an auditorium of some 16,000 sq. 
metres. Because Malaysia is close to temperate 
climate countries such as Japan, Taiwan, Australia, 
New Zealand and China and in the heart of tropical 
orchid growing countries including Singapore, 
Thailand, Indonesia, etc., the range of benched 
orchids can only be described as huge. 


Here at the Shah Alam Orchid Festival the display of 
Dendrobiums, Vandas, Mokaras, Arachnis and 
Renantheras had to be seen to be believed. Further 
to that the Cattleyas and Phalaenopsis from Australia, 
Taiwan and Japan are little short of incredible and 
when coupled with Disas and Cymbidiums from South 
Africa, Phaius from Madagascar and the diversity 
benched by local growers this is orchid paradise. 


We are amazed at the level of interest in orchid art, 
orchid photography, table settings, static floral displays 
and various other peripheral orchid related hobbies 
and skills. 


A further feature with high local interest is the 
competition for mass plantings of orchids in huge pots. 
Many of these are just a myriad of colour. 


Our week in Kuala Lumpur has shown it to be a safe 
and exciting city, offering lots to do for the visiting 
traveller. Malaysian people have a justified reputation 
for providing great hospitality and a wide range of 
outstanding quality and very affordable food, in fact, 
food is a highlight in Malaysia. We have enjoyed the 


traditional ceremony that is entrenched as part of 
Malaysian culture regardless of background or belief. 


Our observation is that whilst Malaysian people regard 
their country as “Developing”, in fact, they sell 
themselves short. This is a sophisticated country that 
enjoys a good living standard and should be the envy 
of many. 


Perhaps the major announcement at this festival is the 
extension of the Early Bird Registration Deadline to 
31° July, 2001. The logistics of organising an event 
with the intricate attention to detail that a W.O.C. 
demands requires an outstanding leader, massive 
back up and flexibility, for the 17" W.O.C. the 
organisers have experienced considerable reluctance 
from speakers to accept participating in the lecture 
programme. This has had a roll on effect that has led 
to the Early Bird Registration being extended to 31 
July, 2001. The theme of next year's conference will 
be “Sustaining Orchids For The Future” keynote 
speakers will be led by Dr. KietTan of Singapore who 
will be joined by Dr. Joseph Arditti, of U.S.A. (Orchid 
history in S.E. Asia), Dr. K. Cameron (Genes and 
orchid names) Mr. K. Harikrishna (Bio engineering or 
orchids) and more. 


For those who do not register the daily admittance will 
be 10 RM, of course, if you do not register you have 
no opportunity to participate in any of the keynote 
addresses, symposia, panel discussions or business 
meetings. 


There will be in excess of 50 vendors in the sales area 
of the 17" W.O.C. from the length and breadth of the 
world. This should provide a second to none 
opportunity for hobbyists to add to their collection of 
plants or other orchid items. 


The show itself is expected to attract more than 1,000 
species and an unprecedented number of hybrids from 
around the world. 


We recommend this conference to all Australians as a 
great opportunity to enjoy orchids on a level perhaps 
unprecedented. 


For additional World Orchid Conference tour 
information please contact: 


EASY ORCHIDS 


Murray Shergold 
3 Sussex Street, Woodburn 
NSW 2472, Australia 
Phone: 02 6682 2635 
Fax: 02 6682 2605 
Email: murray@easyorchids.com 
Website: www.easyorchids.com 


EASY ORCHIDS TOURS BECOME LIFETIME MEMORIES 
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A True Student of Nature 


The following is the text of a talk given by Alick Dockrill, on his many years as a lover of orchids, 
to the Atherton Tableland Orchid Society on the Ist March 2001. 


Lr fourth grade of primary school (at an 
outer suburb of Sydney) I had a teacher 
who had an interest in wildflowers and, to 
this day, I can recall him standing up and 
pointing to the blackboard and spouting 
Epacris microphylla and Epacris longifo- 
lia. This was my first realisation that plants 
in the bush had identities and names by 
which they could be recognised anywhere 
in the world. In the nearby disturbed bush 
I can remember seeing a Diuris and a 
Caladenia but, of course, I did not know 
them by name or that they were orchids. 

At my first year at high school I 
befriended a lad, Neville Hayes, who, on 
learning that I had an interest in the local 
freshwater fish, told me that his father had 
an interest in fish and actually bred them, 
and subsequently I was invited to their 
house. I was fascinated by the father, Eric 
Hayes, as he was so different from my own 
father, and his fish and strange plants, 
mainly exotics, which he called orchids. I 
was curious and doubly so to learn that 
there were native Australian orchids, and 
some were even growing in the bush on the 
outskirts of outer Sydney. After the lapse 
of a year or so, when Hayes could see that 
I was genuinely interested in the orchids 
(his own son was not) I was invited to 
accompany him and his friend, Percy 
Gilbert, on a forage into the bush near 
Royal National Park to the south of 
Sydney. Other such outings followed, and 
my interest in orchids was cemented when 
I saw my first plant (Dendrobium aemu- 
lum) growing high up in a tree. 

My friendship with Gilbert and Hayes 
continued and I soon began to realise that 
peoples’ interest in orchids varied: there 
were those who grew them as plants with 
what might be called aesthetically pleasing 
flowers, those who grew them to keep 
abreast of those of their social group, those 
who grew and sold them for monetary 
gain, those who, through line breeding, 
selective breeding and hybridising, hoped 
to produce flowers of superior horticul- 
tural appeal even though they might not be 
able to survive in a state of nature, and 
finally, those who saw them as the end 
product of countless years of evolution to 
the stage where they are of immense vari- 
ation and fascinating, even though some- 
times bizarre, floral structure, enabling 
them to attract, mostly species specifically, 
a great range of pollinators. 

When Gilbert could see that I had 
become “hooked on natives”, he suggested 
that I get in touch with Rev. Rupp who was 
considered the N.S.W. “natives” authority 
of the time, and I was given a letter of 
introduction to him. Rupp proved to be a 
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thorough gentleman, ever willing to share 
his knowledge and ever willing to assist 
with introductions to interested persons, 
and he also made me ware of the value of 
a herbarium collection. I soon had corre- 
spondence and an exchange of specimens 
with:- Dianna Hubbe and Rita Erickson in 
Western Australia, Harold Goldsack in 
South Australia, Rev. Bede Lowery and 
Jim Willis in Victoria, Leo Cady, Isabelle 
Bowden, Mel Nichols and Len Archer in 
N.S.W., and Trevor Hunt, David Hockings, 
Warren Abell, Jack Wilkie, Stan St. Cloud 
and Bill Mitchell in Queensland. 

Rupp also introduced me to Knowles 
Mair, second (and later first) in charge of 
the Sydney Herbarium, and as I was for a 
number of years working a rotating shift, 
every third week I was able to take advan- 
tage of the specimens and immense library 
facilities of that institution. 

Almost every weekend I was able to 
spend time looking for orchids. Train fares 
were very cheap, especially what were 
called weekend excursion fares. I also 
made many outings by motor bike pillion 
with Howard Curnow and push bike out- 
ings to the northern outskirts of Sydney 
with Bede Lowery before he was ordained 
and sent to Victoria. 

One of my brothers was school teaching 
at Kyogle and he had befriended a family 
who had a farm about 15-20 miles north of 
Kyogle on the foothills of the Macpherson 
Range, and I was invited to spend my 
annual holidays for a number of succeed- 
ing years at their farm. I was loaned horses 
by which I could go all over the place, 
tether the horse inside the scrub, and then 
go looking for orchids, mainly epiphytes. 

On another occasion Warren Abell paid 
a visit and we went to Dungog, got on a 
mail car up the Allyn River, then climbed 
up to Barrington Tops, which proved every 
bit as fascinating as the mental image I had 


Paphiopedilums 
Species and Primary Hybrids 
SEEDLINGS 70mm pots and Flasks 
Mail Order Specialist 
Send stamp for current listings 
Delivery Skyroad door to door. 
Up to 3kg -— $15.50 Including GST 


Bankcard, Mastercard & Visa welcome 


K & H Orchids 
PO Box 308, Beenleigh, Qld. 4207 
Ph: (07) 3287 2343 


website: www.khorchids.com 
Email: ken@khorchids.com 
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conjured up about it. I was able to make 
two other trips to “the Tops”. 

I must point out that prior to and during 
World War 2, very few people owned 
motor cars; not only had they not yet 
become a popular means of transport, but 
these were depression years and very few 
people would have had the money to buy 
them in any case. Consequently most of 
my outings were by foot, push bike and 
train. 

By about this time I became aware that 
there was such a thing as a classification 
of the orchid family, in other words that 
species could be placed into a number of 
kinds of groups according to similarities 
of floral structure. However, trying to get 
a clear picture of the differences between 
these groups and so forth was bewildering 
to me and as nobody of my immediate 
acquaintance could help (Rupp was not 
well versed in these matters and also had 
little understanding of the complexities of 
the Sarcanthine orchids), Gilbert advised 
me to get in touch with Professor P. 
Vermeulen of the Amsterdam University 
who was considered to be well versed in 
these matters. A correspondence ensued 
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(only terminated by his death), and he was 
interested in the vast difference between 
Australian and European orchids, and 
paid us a visit for a couple of weeks and I 
was able to gain a much clearer under- 
standing of many aspects of orchidology 
from him. 

At about forty years of age, mainly 
through the necessity to move to a warm 
climate for my son (although I had long 
dreamed of doing it), we sold up and 
moved to Cairns. I soon realised that 
many of the orchids encountered in “the 
north” were poorly understood and often 
misidentified, especially the Sarcanthinae 
orchids. From reading various works I 
gained the impression that one person 
who seemed to have an understanding of 
the subject was Professor Holttum of the 
Singapore Gardens. I wrote to him and a 
correspondence and sending of specimens 
began, and on one occasion when he was 
attending a conference in Sydney he 
stopped off at Cairns and spent some time 
with me. This “thorough English 
Gentleman” proved to be an absolute 
mine of information which he was only 


too willing to share, particularly about the 
Sarcanthinae, and I learned more about 
the “intricacies” and what were important 
features of orchids from him in four days 
than in all the rest of my life put together. 
I began drawing the various species as I 
encountered them (the drawing were 
rather crude as I had not training whatever 
in these matters, but they showed most of 
the important features of them), and writ- 
ing descriptions of them. 

Somehow, and unknown to me, my 
activities had gained attention “down 
south”, and our place became the mecca 
for people coming north to look at or 
work on orchids and many friendships 
ensued. I was also approached by a cou- 
ple of bodies to write a book on the 
orchids of the tropics. I was, soon after, 
approached with the opportunity to 
spend a “stint” in New Guinea to work on 
the orchids of that country. This seemed 
a veritable answer to a dream but it 
turned sour and proved to be the most 
frustrating four years of my life. After 
returning to a job at C.S..R.O in 
Atherton, my interest in orchids was at a 


How Much Care? 


lan Kubler 


have been growing orchids for about 

twenty years now and have tried most 
genera with varying degrees of success. 
Over the last decade I have tended to 
concentrate on orchids in _ the 
Vandaceous families, with particular 
emphasis on hybrids with Aerides, 
Arachnis and Renanthera parentage in 
the breeding, with Mokaras being my 
particular favourite. This is because of 
their regular flowering and long inflo- 
rescences being ideal for the vase. (The 
plants are generally too large to bring 
inside!) 

I live in Brisbane where the climate 
lends itself to the culture of this type of 
orchid. I grow my plants in empty clay 
pots and have an automatic watering sys- 
tem which is set to water up to 3 times a 
day in the middle of summer and about 
every second day in winter. The plants 
are fertilised at each watering with the 
use of a “Fertagator™” (when I remem- 
ber to fill the bucket). I also have a floor 
sprayer controlled by a humidity moni- 
tor (generally only used in summer). 
This consists of a balance arm switch 
with a piece of felt as the controller. As 
the felt dries out it allows the balance 
arm to rise and turn on the mister until 
the felt is wet and heavy enough to drop 
& turn the tap off. 

Anyway, back to the topic of the title. 
Recent events have prevented me from 
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spending the amount of time in my 
orchid house that I had previously, and at 
times, it has been up to two weeks 
between door openings. What I have 
noticed though, (apart from the increase 
in weeds on the floor) is that the plants 
are flowering pretty much as well as they 
always have. 

With plenty of time, the orchids had 
constant and regular fertilising, treat- 
ment of fungicide & insecticide and all 
the numerous “treatments” that our 
plants get. They now get these when I 
have time and not necessarily when it is 
optimum for the plants and it seems to 
make little noticeable difference. Any is 
better that none I suppose. 

With my time for orchids still very 
limited and other events taking more 
time, it is good to know that an orchid 
collection can maintain itself at an 
acceptable level with minimal time 
available. I would think though, because 
of the empty pot culture and thus lack of 
pot weeds, this is more so than with 
orchids potted in a bark medium. 

I am not in anyway suggesting that 
orchids be neglected, quite the contrary. 
I do miss the time spent in the orchid 
house, but I am suggesting that we may 
be spending too much time fussing over 
our plants rather than enjoying the 
results. I say this because I have heard a 
number of growers with larger collec- 


very low ebb. Thankfully this did not last 
for long. 

To conclude with, and mainly in an 
answer to a question often asked of me 
about my thoughts on “the modern taxon- 
omy” — for what it is worth: from reading, 
and observations which were strengthened 
by the results of the examination of 
Kershaw’s core samples taken from craters 
on the Atherton Tablelands, it has become 
virtually irrefutable that over the millennia 
the climate of the Earth has undergone 
many changes and fluctuations. As orchids 
are mainly climate and pollinator specific, 
they must have been able to produce varia- 
tions that were adaptable to these changes. 
In other words, as with the vast majority of 
forms of life (look at our own species), 
most orchids are inherently variable. 
Consequently, to place too narrow an inter- 
pretation on species is contrary to nature. 
This belief, of course, does not seem to be 
shared by present day exponents of the 
“modern taxonomy”, who seem to be bent 
on trying ways to prove that an entity is a 
species rather than a variation. Oo 

A. W. Dockrill, Atherton 


tions bemoaning the fact that they don’t 
have time for other activities because 
they need to look after their orchids. 

If one gets to the stage where growing 
orchids becomes a chore rather than a 
pleasure, then we need to take a step 
back and understand why we grow 
orchids or for that matter indulge in any 
hobby. For me the great pleasure is being 
able to go to the back yard and pick a 
bunch of flowers and enjoy the beauty. 
We all grow them for different reasons. 
This is why I have selected the type of 
plants that I grow and the method of cul- 
ture because it fits with the results I want 
and my other interests. 

Most orchids are far hardier than we 
give them credit. In fact I believe that it 
doesn’t hurt to “harden” them up a bit 
occasionally so that they can withstand 
the odd drought, flood or famine (they 
have to in nature). 

Above all, in my opinion, the most 
important factor with orchid growing is 
to find the level of involvement that pro- 
duces the results that you are happy with. 
If you display regularly at shows and are 
competitive then you will need to spend 
the time with your plants setting them up 
for shows so they are at their best. This 
will mean turning plants, careful staking 
and the myriad of other tasks that you 
may wish to perform. If you grow 
orchids for other reasons then you may 
be happy with lesser involvements. 

After all, How Much Time is up to 
you. Oo 

Ian Kubler 
email kubler@telstra.com 
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THIS & THAT 


Attention AOR 
readers and 
Orchid Societies 


“This and That” is aregular feature of 
the Australian Orchid Review and 


readers and Orchid Societies are invited 
to contribute any small news items of 
interest to Orchid lovers. 

The deadline for items can be found on 
page 3. 

Address all correspondence to the 


Editor. “This and That”, Australian 
Orchid Review, 14 McGill Street, 
Lewisham, NSW 2049. 


Mountains to Coast 
Orchid Expo 2002 


The Mountains to Coast Orchid Expo 
2002 will be held in the Memorial Hall, 
King Street, Caboolture, on the 7, 8, 9 and 
10th June, 2002. The Expo will feature an 
open Orchid Show, one metre display 
tables, a floral art and photographic com- 
petition. There will be a full lecture pro- 
gramme and a judges’ seminar, plus many 
orchid nurseries and commercial suppli- 
ers. 

Registration will be $60.00 each until 
the 31st March, 2002, then $65.00 until 
closing on the 18th May, 2002. For further 
information contact the Secretary: Carol 
Button on 07 3888 1790, or PO Box 16, 
Burpengary, Queensland 4505. email: 
geobut@bigpond.com 

Oo 


50th Anniversary 
Celebration North Shore 
Orchid Society 


Members and friends of the North Shore 
Orchid Society helped celebrate the 
Society’s 50th Anniversary at its April 
meeting. 

The Society was inaugurated at the 
Castlecrag Community Centre Hall on 5th 
April, 1951. In March 1954, the Society 
moved to the Chatswood Town Hall and 
remained there until May 1983 when it 
moved to its current location at the 
Dougherty Community Centre in 
Chatswood. The Society meets there at 
8.00pm on the first Wednesday of each 
month. 

At the anniversary meeting, the Society 
was honoured with three guest speakers. 
Mr Jack Bisset who is an original member 
of the Society spoke about the history and 
future of orchids. Mr Murray Corrigan, 
immediate Past President, followed with 
an informative talk about the history and 
personalities of the Society. The final 
speaker, Dr Ben Wallace, gave a very 
interesting and entertaining lecture on the 
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Back row from left to right: Garrie Bromley, 
Murray Corrigan, Merv Daetz, Tony Maclure, 
Greg Hunt. 

Front row from left to right: Philomena Yeung, 
Lesley Bromley, Hiroe Cropp, Ann Kalish 


Orchids of Tibetan Yunnan. 

A special supper was prepared for the 
occasion with the highlight being a large 
birthday cake which was decorated by Mrs 
Hiroe Cropp. The cake featured a magnif- 
icent representation of a Sarcochilus falca- 
tus which is the Society’s emblem. 

Tony Maclure, President 
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Winter Miracles — 2001 


B&T Ferns and Orchids together with 
the Yarra Valley Orchid Society will be 
celebrating their 3rd annual ‘Winter 
Miracles Show’ during the 21st-22nd of 
July 2001. 

To help the celebrations along, B&T 
Ferns and Orchids will be exclusively 
holding a ‘Monster Orchid Sale’ with gen- 
erous discounts on all orchids from 
seedlings to mature specimen sizes plants. 
The ‘Monster Sale’ will begin on July 14th 
and run for one week ending just prior to 
the show. 

Our good friend, John Stubbs from 
‘Riverview Orchids’ NSW, will once 
again be in attendance with a diversity of 
well grown, reasonably priced orchids. 
(For those of you who missed out last year, 
John had a ‘big run’ on Dracula vampira 
plants which were well grown, good sized 
and decently priced. It was a case of first 
in, best dressed). 

The ‘Winter Miracles Show’ itself is 


slowly becoming a highlight of the mid. 


orchid flowering year. Although hot/cold 
dendrobiums are invariably a feature of 
this event, orchids such as masdevallias, 
Cattleyas and early flowering Cym- 
bidiums are also evident. 

This gathering of competitors also 
shows off some of the best orchid growers 
you are ever likely to meet in Victoria, 
ranging from Bairnsdale in the country to 
the central business district of Melbourne. 
With a full force of OSCOV Orchid Judges 
in attendance this year, the standards these 
growers set will be high and it will make 
for an interestingly judged show. 

For further information, please contact 


Western Orchid 
Laboratories 


P.O. Box 276, Blackwood S.A. 5051 
ABN 25 582 464 986 


Orchid 
Culture 
Media 


We don’t just sell media; we use 
the media we make and provide 
sound advice. Thirty+ years on- 
going laboratory experience. 


* Current supplier to Valley 
Orchids, Adelaide Orchids and 
many other nurseries and hob- 
byists. 


Our media freshly prepared and 
cover the sowing and replate 
requirements of common and 
unusual genera including terres- 
trials. 


Our media produce rapid ger- 
mination, well balanced plants 
and good root growth. 


When ordering please list: 
Orchid genus (or genera) 

* Replate, sowing or cloning 

* Solid or liquid cloning 


Per Litre prices (including GST):— 


1 to 4 litres $7.70/L 
5 to 9 litres $7.15/L 
10 to 50 litres $6.60/L 
51 to 100 litres $6.35/L 
Over 100 litres P.O.A. 


For Cloning media add 50c/L 


Price includes packing and freight, 
Express Post where practical in 
Australia. 


Full Laboratory Service - sowing, 
cloning, replating and colchicine 
treatment available. 


Disa Specialist:— Flasks/Plants 
Australian Terrestrials — Flasks 
Laboratory Consultancy Service 


CUSTOMER ADVICE HOTLINE 
24 hour phone and fax:— 
(08) 8270 4599 


Bankcard + Mastercard * Visa 


Please supply your name, card 
number and expiry date. 
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KEITHS NURSERY 


Importers of Fine Stock 
Oonoonba Road ads 
Idalia, Townsville, Qld 4811 EY 
Phone: (07) 4778 1329 or (07) 4778 2472 ute} ) 
A.H. (07) 4788 6460 Fax: (07) 4778 1330 aN 
Email: keithsnursery@ultra.net.au 
Web Page: http://www.ultra.net.au/~keithsnursery/ 
FOR SPECIES AND HYBRID ORCHIDS INCLUDING 
FLOWERING SIZE DIVISIONS OF OUR SELECTED CATTLEYA STOCK. 


WE HAVE EVER CHANGING NEW LISTINGS OF PLANTS 
FROM SEEDLING TO FLOWERING SIZE. 
Send SAE or Email now for our latest Catalogue. 


MICHAEL, LARRY, MICK and THELMA KEITH 


SHADE CLOTH 


DISCOUNT PRICES 
Queensland’s largest range of shadecloth 


1830mm 3660mm 
perm per 50m roll perm 


=x 
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30% (v/light) 
50% (light) 
70% (medium) 
80% (heavy) 


GREEN 
GREEN, BLACK 
GREEN, BLACK 
GREEN, BLACK $275 
per 30m roll 
ALSO AVAILABLE 90% (v/heavy) GREEN $7.15 $205 $14.30 $410 
Polyshade is a waterproof shade cloth. It is available in only one width 1830mm (6’) and offers 50% shade with a 99% UV block-out. Green or Biscuit $8.25 
per m, $368.50 per 50m roll. Solarweave is a waterproof hot house fabric. 2050mm width. $4.40 per m. $181.50 per 50m roll. (We can have the Polyshade 
or Solarweave electronically welded to whatever size you require.) Weed control mat is the safe solution to your weed problem. We stock 915mm (3°) and 
1830mm (6’) wide. 915mm $1.20 per m, $48.00 per 50m roll,1830mm $2.10 per m, $87.90 per 50m roll. Larger widths are available (by roll lengths only). 
ALL PRICES INCUDE G.S.T. 


NEWMARKET HARDWARE 


176 Enoggera Rd, Newmarket, Q. 4051 Ph (07) 3356 0162 Country Orders Welcome. 
ALL. CREDIT eS WELCOM 


Z 
12 Eddystone Road, Bexley NSW 2207. Telephone: (02) 9150 7985 


Call in and inspect a large variety of orchids suitable for Shade and Glasshouse 


NOW AVAILABLE!! 
Frank Slattery’s Story 


We carry stocks of: 
+ Campbell Fertiliser + Pine Bark 
+ Ready mixed Compost : Fresh 
Sphagnum Moss, in large and small quanti- 
ties + Water Breakers 
+ Misting Nozzles — Extension Handles 


S + Open 7 days « Sorry no lists + All sales direct from Nursery 
L.MAYER) | rhe Orchadian 


“The Blooming Years” 


Soft Cover $30 
Hard Cover $40 


the House Journal of the Australasian Native Orchid Society Inc. 
of Edited by David P. Banks 
‘ Dedicated to the Study and Conservation of 
Phalaenop eos Australasian Native Orchids 
Bringing Subscription Rates: (Four issues per year.) 
you the 56 Wood Street, $30 Australia 
best Phals Lane Cove, NSW 2066 $35 PNG/Pacific/New Zealand 
from: Ph: (02) 9427 3659 after 5pm $40 Other Countries 


Subscription applications should be 
addressed to: 


A.N.O.S.Inc., PO Box 2165, 


USA 
TAIWAN 


Cattleya Alliance and 


La PANY Stanhopeas Taren Point, NSW 2229 
(the Barney Greer collection) A li 
also ustralia 
Flasks now available e-mail: dpbanks@ozemail.com.au 


Full price list available on request. Solera Ite 
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B&T Ferns and Orchids during week days 
on (03) 9752 1922 — C. Kozlowski 
Oo 


Berry Flower and 


Camellia Show 


To be held on Saturday August 4th, 12- 
4pm in the School of Arts, Alexandra 
Street Berry. Thousands of exquisite 
camellias on display plus many other cut 
flowers, potted and garden plants on exhi- 
bition. Three well-known Berry camellia 
gardens will be open for two days, 
Saturday and Sunday 4th and 5th August. 
They will be open 10am to 4pm daily. 
Special transport arrangements can be 
made to visit the gardens by ringing David 
Lamshed on 4464 1532. 

Oo 


Berry Gardens Festival 


Eight town and surrounding area gar- 
dens will be open to the public, seven for 
the first time. The Festival is a major town 
event, and this year should prove no 
exception. It will be open four days from 
Friday, October 19th-Monday, October 
22nd, 10am-4pm daily. For further infor- 
mation contact: Bob Williamson, Public 
Relations Garden Festival, 4464 1417. 

E-mail: willowbrook@shoal.net.au or: 
Judy Leal, Publicity Flower and Camellia 
Show, 4464 2108. 

E-mail: wjleal@virtualcity.com.au 


Orchid Species Society 
Spring Show 

The annual Spring Show will be held in 
the auditorium at the Mt Coot-tha Botanic 
Gardens, Brisbane and will open from 
9.00am-5.00pm on the Ist September and 
9.00am-4.00pm on the 2nd September 
2001. The entry fee is $3.00 (Adults/ 
Pensioners/Students). Children under 14 — 
Free. 

This Show will be an exhibition of 
species orchids from all over the world, 
unique in the calendar of Orchid Shows 
held in Brisbane and indeed Queensland 
and Australia. 

On display will be Australian natives 
and some specimen size plants that will 
take your breath away. 

There will also be a sale of orchids, flo- 
ral art, raffles, potting demonstrations, cul- 
tural advice, sale of books — secondhand 
and new and more. 

Members of Orchid Societies are wel- 
come to submit entries in any of the classes 
listed in the schedule. 

All show correspondence to: 83 Hebe 
Street, Bardon, Queensland 4605. Phone: 
07 3369 0679. Fax: 07 3369 8134. Email: 
b.tinney @uq.net.au | 
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Mail Order 
bookshop 


Orchid 


Review 


The publishers of the Australian Orchid Review are pleased to offer their readers popular Orchid 
and Gardening books at special discount prices. New titles will be added to the list when available. 
All you have to do is select the book(s) required and fill in the details on the form provided. 


WHAT ORCHID 
IS THAT? 
Edited by Alec Pridgeon 


The orchid is one of the most 


THE WORLD OF 
ORCHIDS - 2 


The World of Orchids — 2 has been written by members 

and friends of the North Shore Orchid Society about 
orchids grown in Sydney and its environs, and we are 
indebted to those people for their time and effort. 


passionately cultivated flowers 
world-wide, and for centuries it 
has been a symbol for the exotic 
and mysterious in the human 
imagination. As the brilliant 
photographs in this book show, 
the shapes, hues and textures of 


It has been produced to cover a large range of 

genera to help not only the novice, but also the 
experienced grower in their present fields of 
interest, and to tempt and encourage them to try 
other genera. 


It should be pointed out that the methods of 
culture used by the authors are those which they 
themselves have found successful. Growers 

should try any changes to their own culture 


many of these extraordinary flowers continue to 
produce a shock of wonder in the viewer. 


This book will delight everyone, from the gardener with a 
casual interest in orchids, to the confirmed enthusiast. It takes 
in a wide spectrum of orchid genera and more than 1100 
species common in cultivation, presented by an international 
team of experts. 


gradually and on a few plants first, as orchids 
respond differently under different 
conditions. 


80 pages, colour and B&W. The first section, by the General Editor, Alec Pridgeon, 


introduces orchid habitat, distribution, names and 
classification, hybrids, pollination, how to grow orchids and 
control pests and diseases, and orchid conservation. 


was $ 11,00 RRP. tnt osn 


CUR DSCOUNT PRICE. $a, 


PLUS POSTAGE AND HANDLING 


The alphabetical section, “Orchids A-Z”, includes descriptions, 
names and synonyms, geographic distribution, notes on 
culture, and photographs drawn from collections around the 
world, showing the best-known species in cultivation. 


Whether you are buying, growing or just looking, this is the 
ultimate guide to orchids. 


304 pages, colour. 


GROWING 
PHALAENOPSIS AT HOME 


vas§ 94,95 RRP, ts esn A335 
James Neal QUR DISCOUNT PRICE SA’ m (ie 7) 
Jim Neal is always called upon to give his Explanations of the 
opinion when a Phalaenopsis is shown at — way Phalaenopsis 
an Orchid Society of NSW Ltd show or are named and the 
nominated for an award. This is because implications _ of 
Jim has made a study of the genus growing _seed- 


AUSTRALIAN 


Phalaenopsis in the Sydney area since 
being bitten by the Phalaenopsis bug at 
the 6th World Orchid Conference in 
Sydney in 1969. 


This book is essential reading and 
reference for any person who grows, or is 
intending to grow, Phalaenopsis. 


Jim, in a simple and easily understood 
style, explains and elaborates on light 
conditions, watering, temperatures, 
fertilisers, pests and diseases. 


lings, illustrate 
some of the more 
difficult ideas for 
the layman to understand. 


The colour photography _ illustrates 
beautifully the topics under discussion and 
the orchid names are supplied, where 
necessary, as a caption. 


The illustrations drawn by Jim’s son Jamie 
are pertinent and succinct and make the 
subject more easily understood. 


56 pages, colour and B&W. 
(Incl. 6ST) 


was 13,75 rrp, tl. 651 
ansrour tesa W148 


PLUS POSTAGE AND a DLING 


TROPICAL 
ORCHIDS 


Bill Lavarack 

and Bruce Gray 

Compiled by two well known 
names in the Australian orchid 
world, this book is essentially a 
collection of 116 colour photographs 
depicting 109 tropical orchids, chosen by the authors as 
representative. There is a short introduction together with brief 
text complementing each photograph. ¢ 


The text includes notes on distribution including a simple map, 
habitat types, an indication of size, flowering season, 
conservation status and many features of interest. 


72 pages, colour. 


vas $ 16,45 RRP. t.esn 
ADEA PACE Sa T Dat 


DENDROBIUM KINGIANUM: A Unique Australian Orchid 


Peter B. Adams and Sheryl D. Lawson 


This book takes an innovative approach to the appreciation of an orchid 
species and breaks new ground in species monographs. Many of the 
orchid books available today take a dry formula approach to their topic 


and frequently present in another form information that 


available. This monograph provides an easily-read, comprehensive 
treatment of the species encompassing the interests of research 
scientists, horticulturalists, breeders and hobbyists, including beginners. 


Covers history, biology, breeding, taxonomy, hybridisation, and culture. 
Has sections on award-winning plants, and shows how to develop 
specialist and competitive collections. Includes a register of over 300 


significant plants. 


INTRODUCING 
CATTLEYAS 
Noni J. Mammatt 


Noni Mammatt’s fascination with 
the Cattleya Alliance, their most 
beautiful blooms and extensive 
range of colour combinations, has 
prompted Noni to share the 
results of her own trials in 
successfully _ growing and 

flowering all types of this most 

beautiful genus under shadehouse 
conditions in the city of Perth in Western 
Australia. She hopes that as a result of her 
writing some new growers, as well as the 
experienced growers of other orchid genera, may 
be encouraged to introduce the Cattleya Alliance 
into their collections. 


is already 


This well-produced book is essential reading for all enthusiasts 
of d. kingianum and will be a valuable addition to the orchidist’s 
library. For many hobbyists, the highlight of the book will be 
the ability to identify the many wonderful forms of 
d. kingianum in their collection. For others it will determine the 
direction of further acquisitions. This book is not only a 
celebration of a unique orchid, it also illuminates the 
fascination that has led these authors to spend many 
thousands of obviously rewarding hours researching this 
delightful monograph. 


197 pages, over 180 in full colour. 1393.50 er 


DENDROBIUM KING] - 
AUhique Australian Onin 


wiser Psu 488 


Lycaste 
’Chids 
-— | 


Cultivation and 
Hybridisation 

A.EW. Alcorn 

Lycaste orchids are easy to grow, and they produce flowers 
that range from the beautiful to the bizarre. No book 
previously has provided detailed cultural requirements of the Lycaste, and this 

book should fill that gap, and encourage new growers to take up the cultivation of this 
beautiful genus. A section on hybridising contains valuable information on inheritance 
and genetics that will benefit any hybridiser, not just the grower of Lycastes, as well as 
helpful hints on how to avoid pitfalls in your hybridising program. 

Michael Hallett, a friend of Fred Alcorn for a number of years, co-wrote this book with 
Fred and has completed it posthumously. He has a background in genetics, research and 
botany, and a passion for plants, especially orchids. 


Culti 
vation 
4nd Hyp; 
Ybridisatio, 
On 


1B yy 
EM: Alcorn 


24 pages, B&W. 


was $ 715 RRP. ntesn 


CUR USCOUNT RICE. ally, 4 


SARCOCHILUS ORCHIDS OF AUSTRALIA 


Walter T. Upton 


Sarcochilus Orchids of Australia is the 
first book to cover all aspects of species of 
the genus Sarcochilus. Compact plants of 
great floral beauty with ease of culture, 
they are mostly cool to cold growing, 
requiring limited space, and for these 
reasons are quickly becoming the orchid 
of the future. 

The book gives each individual species a 
separate entry, with information on its 
history, synonyms, distribution, habitat, 
cultivation and hybrids, along with a 
drawing showing the main parts of the 
plant and flower, plus a colour plate 
providing an easy means of identification. 
Hybridising, including intergenerics, is 
dealt with in detail - most registered 
hybrids being accompanied by a colour 
plate. Other chapters include pollination, 
seed raising and cultural information for 
the home grower. 


This is Walter T Upton’s third 
book and is a companion to 
his very popular and 
informative Dendrobium 
Orchids of Australia. He is 
a past president of the 
Orchid Society of New 

South Wales and The t 
Australasian Native Orchid Society, and 
has received many honours in Australia 
including the Australian Orchid Council's 
Award of Honour. He is a well-known 
hybridiser and judge of orchids, and is a 
learned and entertaining lecturer much in 
demand throughout the world. 


119 pages, colour and B&W. 
was $ 39,99 RRP. fo.om 


CUR DISCOUNT PIE SaeB LD, 


PLUS POSTAGE AND HANDLING 


237 pages, colour and BGW. 


was $ 28,99 RRP. the os 


CUR DISCOUNT PRICE Su 2 oe 


PLUS POSTAGE AND HANDLING 


ORCHIDS FOR 


BEGINNERS 
A Guide to Selection 


and Cultivation 
Allison and Mark Webb 


“Orchids for Beginners” is for those 
just starting out in orchids. It 
provides information about 
choosing orchids best suited to your conditions and 
how to grow them. There is advice on what to look for 
when choosing plants to avoid some common traps and 
the expense of losing plants unsuited to your 
conditions. The essential basics of cultivation for beginners 
are covered _ potting media, mounting plants, 
repotting and deflasking as well as choosing 
locations and building bushhouses. There are 
suggestions for growing in country areas as well as 
indoors. The plant descriptions offer suggestions of 
plants to choose from as well as introducing some of 
the very varied forms of orchids. 


48 pages, colour and BGW. 


Grand 


Pel 
Recommended Our Plus 
Postage Retail Price Discount Postag e Total Number of Total 
rchi Item & Title Zone Price & Handling _— Price Copies 

Review 1. The World of Orchids — 2 = A$11.00 A$8.50+ A$3.00 =A$11.50 

(Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$6.90 

1 2. Growing Phalaenopsis at Home eels: 75 A$11.80+ A$3.00 =A$14.80 

M ail Ord er pa fer | (Incl. GST) = US$9.75 
bookshop 

3. What Orchid is That? = A$54.95 A$43.95+ A$14.40 =A$58.35 

: (Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$41.00 

4. Introducing Cattleyas = A$7.15 A$6.60+ A$3.00 =A$9.60 

(Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$6.30 

5. Lycaste Orchids = A$28.55 A$22.00+ A$5.00 =A$27.00 

\ (Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$18.75 

6. Orchids for Beginners A$10.45+ A$3.00 =A$13.45 

(Incl. GST) = US$8.75 

7. Australian Tropical Orchids = A$16.45 A$13.15+ A$3.00 =A$16.15 

(Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$10.50 


Postage Zones 8. Dendrobium Kingianum: = A$93.50 | A$74.80+ A$11.70 | =A$86.50 
A Australia, New Zealand and Oceania A Unique Australian Orchid (Incl. GST) (incl. GST) = US$59.00 
(Cui ak Bale) 9. Sarcochilus Orchids of Australia = A$39.55 | A$30.75+ A$5.00 | =A$35.75 
R_ Rest of World (Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$26.35 
(Quoted US$ Dollars) 
TOTAL ORDER 


ellie k tte ee ee er eee a en gegen ee eee 


Australian 


rchid 


Review 


For six, twelve or eighteen issues of 
Australian Orchid Review, fill in the form 
below and post in now together with 
your payment. 


CUT ALONG DOTTED LINES 


Sl De RN DN ee ee eee ee eee ae ae eee ee ae eee 


Please tick 0 Renewal 0 New © Address Change 
Send to Australian Orchid Review, 14 McGill Street, Lewisham, NSW 2049 Australia 


C) Australia YEAR (6 issues) 2 YEARS (12 issues) 3 YEARS (18 issues) 

1) A$39.60 (Includes GST) 0 A$72.60 (Includes GST) 1 A$103.40 (Includes GST) 
C NZ Airmail 

0 NZ$58.00 ($447.00) 1 NZ$107.00 ($A86.00) 1 NZ$151.00 ($4123.00) 
LJ US Airmail 

0 US$53.00 1 US$98.00 0 US$139.00 | 


Enclosed is my cheque for (Payable to Australian Orchid Review) 


sicieieemy | Benen Mastercard O 


*Mr/Mrs/Ms Signature 
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NEW ADDRESS 
As previously notified the office address of the International Registration Authority 
International Orchid Registrar, 
2 ALBERT STREET 

STAPLEFORD 

NOTTINGHAM NG9 8DB 
ENGLAND 

e-mail: orcreg@rhs.org.uk 


Mr Julian M H Shaw, at the following address:- 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 
TRANSFER OF ORCHID REGISTRATION OFFICE 
for Orchid Hybrids will be changing from 1, March 2001. 
Please ensure that ALL correspondence from this date is sent to the new 
INTERNATIONAL ORCHID REGISTRAR 
telephone/fax: +44 115 939 2828 (from outside UK), 0115 939 2828 (UK internal) 
Please note that there will be a slight delay to the process of registration while the 
handover is carried out but we can assure you that this will be kept to a minimum 


ed, including all corrigenda, footnotes and notices, if any, with citation of source and date. It excludes published 


collation or integration of one issue’s list or part thereof with another except by express permission from the 


Hybrids. General permission to publish reprints of this list is limited to the reproduction of the entire list as print- 
Authority. The Authority accepts no responsibility for the accuracy of any reprints.) 


(Copyright reserved by the Royal Horticultural Society as the International Registration Authority for Orchid 


Orchid Registrar, 2 Albert Street, Stapleford, Nottingham NG9 8DB, England 
Reprinted from the “Orchid Review” (U.K.) 


Hills District Orchids 


(Props. Graeme, Lyn and David Banks) 


New Autumn 2001 Listing Out Now 
Softcane Dendrobium Pack 
6 flowering sized plants (ex 100mm pots) and 6 near-flowering sized plants (ex 


80mm pots) in a range of colours and styles, including cultivars not previously. 
offered, postpaid within Australia for only $100. 12 different plants in total. 


Orchid 


Review 


WELCOMES 
EDITORIAL 
CONTRIBUTIONS 


See you at the Sydney International Orchid Fair 


P.O. Box 390, Baulkham Hills NSW 1755 
Phone: (02) 9674 4720 Fax: (02) 9686 3303 


E-mail: dpbanks@ozemail.com.au 


THE ORCHID REVIEW 


The world’s longest running Orchid journal 


All the latest AM/RHS, FCC/RHS and CCC/RHS awards in full colour — 
essential for orchid judges and all growers — six times a year. 


Please ensure that all 
slides and photographs 
are clearly marked with 
the author’s name and 

address 


000 


Address editorial to: 
The Editor, D. P. Banks, 
Australian Orchid Review, 
14 McGill Street, Lewisham 
NSW 2049 AUSTRALIA 


Articles on growing orchids, for beginners, by experts. Orchids in their natural habitats. 
Advanced growing, flasking, history, taxonomy and orchid biographies. 

Orchid hunting and orchid explorers. What to buy, where to buy it and how to grow it... 
Subscriptions: six issues without hybrid list £25, USA $49 airmail/$40 surface mail. 
All other countries: £33 airmail/£28 surface mail. 

Six issues with hybrid list £29, USA $56 airmail/$47 surface mail. 

All other countries: £38 airmail/£33 surface mail. 


To apply contact 


The Orchid Review, PO Box 38, Kent TN25 6PR, United Kingdom 
Tel: International code: +44 (0) 1303 813 803 Fax (0) 1303 813 737 


Email: 
dpbanks@ozemail.com.au 


AOR 065 
AOR 123 
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SKY HIGH ORCHID WHOLESALERS 
HUGE CLEARANCE SALE 


71 Brieses Road, Peats Ridge 
Phone: 02 4375 1189, fax: 02 4375 1106, email: skyhigh @fastlink.com.au 


Most plants reduced by up to 50% to 75% from our normal wholesale prices. 
Available are: 


Cymbidiums : 75mm tube to 300mm pot (60% of stock are clones) 
Phalaenopsis: 100mm squat to 140mm pot (90% of stock are Zumma Canyon) 
Zygopetalum: 75mm tube to 175mm pot (80% of stock are clones) 
Cattleya: 50mm tube to 140mm pot 
Oncidium: 50mm tube to 100mm pot 


Our new catalogue is nearing completion and will be available from early April 


Enquiries welcome from commercial or cut flower growers 


Examples of prices: Cymbidium 200 & 175mm pot: $5.50 inc.GST. (Flowering size, no spike) 
Phalaenopsis 140mm squat: $5.50 inc. GST. (Leaf span 200 to 300+ mm) 
Zygopetalum 75mm tube: $2.50 inc. GST. Cattleya 100mm pot: $3.50 inc. GST 


PALMASTON 
ORCHIDS 


Lot 6, Old Palmeston Highway 
Innisfail, Qld. 4860 
Phone/Fax: (074) 064 4136 
Mobile: 040 927 3094 


Vandaceous 
Orchids 


Limited Mericlone and Hybrid 
Seedings available 


BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
Write for latest catalogue 


AUSTMOSS 
SPHAGNUM MOSS 


Regenerated Tasmania sphagnum 
moss. Supplying the requirements of 


S Omethil g 
individual growers, clubs and 
Societies with high quality sphagnum | 
moss. Wet fresh harvested moss now (2 re ni ») 
available. a 


Packs from 6 litres to 700 litres. 


Contact: 
Austmoss 81 Rowbottoms Road, 


GRANTON TAS. 7030. You might find it 
Phone: 03 6263 7753 or 0411 30 7753 . 
or Fax 03 6263 7987. in our catalogue 


email: austmoss@southcom.com.au AOR154 


Send stamp and 
address today for 
your free copy 


? 


Proprietors lan & Michele Lonne 
Compact Dendrobium Antelope Hybrids 
We'll send you, good plants 
12 different 3” pot size plants, our choice 
of D. canaliculatum and carronii hybrids 
some near to their first flowering. 


12 Plants, for only $110.00 


(includes cst) Sent Express Post Free 


Phone: (07) 4054 1746 Fax: (07) 4033 1746 


PO. Box 404E, Earlville, 4870, AUSTRALIA email address: 
Nursery at 15 Hoad Street, Cairns orchids@lonnes.com.au 


We stock cool growing 
orchids Cymbidiums, 
Odontoglossums and Allied 
Genera, Masdevallias, 
Dendrobiums, Zygos, etc. 


Mt Beenak Orchids 


19 Hackett Cr. Rd. Three Bridges 
Vic. 3797 ph/fax (03) 5966 7253 
Email: mtbeenak @valylink.net.au 


AOR 124 


AOR180 
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LOOKING BACK 


Fifty-five Years Ago 


After a bout of ill health, successful surgery, and a period of convalesence Len Lawler is back 
with his popular series of looking back — 55 years. 


fter a lapse of two years (since the 
August-September 1998 issue), I am for- 
tunate to be in a position now to resume my 
series entitled “Fifty-five Years Ago”. The 
present article is designed to span the inter- 
vening period, from the end of 1943 to the end 
of 1945, by chronicling some salient features. 
It was a remarkable achievement to keep the 


A.O.R. in production during the difficult war 


years and accolades are due to the publisher and 
editors, as well as to the many contributors. 
During these years the war loomed large in 


orchid people’s lives. Writing in the December 


1944 issue on the effect of the war on orchid cul- 
ture, Bruce Hogg reminds us of the immense 
destruction of commercial nurseries and private 
collections in England, and the consequent 
shortage of seedlings available for purchase 
from the hybridisers. On the bright side, he 
writes of the probability that many of the world’s 
finest Cymbidium hybrids are in Australia. 

It was intriguing to read a note by Sgt. 
Gerald McCraith who was poking about the 
Top End looking for orchids, and one from 
Gunner L. A. Peaty describing the hospitality 
of orchid growers during a leave in Brisbane. 
Dr. A. J. Russell while on active service added 
two orchids to the Queensland flora, namely 
Sarcanthus purpuratus and Dendrobium 


tetragonum var. hayesianum. The type of 


Pterosylis russellii is recorded as collected by 
Russell and Trevor Hunt in 1944. Many troops 
who served in “The islands” were orchid 


fanciers or became interested during their 


often boring rest periods. D. W. Petherbridge 
wrote of his impressions of the climate around 
Madang and of the orchids to be seen in the 


area. On a different note the first post-war 
issue reports the release from P.O.W. camps of 


two sons of the President of the Queensland 
Orchid Society. 

Dendrobium bigibbum flowering in June 
on Horn island was the subject of an article by 
Capt. R. S. Davis, U.S. Army. Capt. Davis is, 
of course, well known as Reg S. Davis, co- 
author with Mona Lisa Steiner of Philippine 
Orchids, published in 1952 and now a collec- 
tor’s item. During his war service Reg was 
able to make several trips to Townsville, 
where he was in contact with fellow orchid 
enthusiasts. Some of the old-timers still recall 
his visits. 

Authors both mature and novice provided 


material dealing with the many aspects of 


orchid culture, including composts, fertilisers, 
watering, pests and diseases, common genera, 
hybrids, seed-raising and orchid shows. Upon 
the affiliation of the Victorian Orchid Club, 


“which had been in recess for the greater part of 


the war’, R. Bruce Hogg became an editorial 
associate and was to be a regular contributor. 


The two events perhaps most important for 


the A.O.R. were, first, the registration of P. A. 
Gilbert as editor and the election of W. Worth 


to replace him, and second, the enlargement of 
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the official imprint to include “the Victorian 
Orchid Club”, from the issue of March 1945. 
Gilbert’s resignation took effect from the June 
1945 issue and the President of the Orchid 
Society of N.S.W., E. A. Hamilton, contributed 
a full-page tribute to Percy Gilbert in the 
September 1945 issue. Worth was to relinquish 
the position from the December 1949 issue, 
after which Gilbert resumed the Editorship. 

Judge Markell, foundation President of the 
Orchid Society of N.S.W., retired in 1943, was 
elected a life member, and became Patron of 
the Society. The September 1944 issue 
informs us of the inaugural meeting of the 
Botanical Section of the Orchid Society of 
N.S.W. The Reverend Rupp was elected 
Chairman and Mrs. Pearl Messmer Honorary 
Secretary. No doubt we will be hearing more 
of this group. 

Two important orchid books were reviewed 
in Vol. 9 of the A.O.R. The first was The 
Orchids of New South Wales by the Rev. H. M. 
R. Rupp, published by the National 
Herbarium of New South Wales. For those of 
us who lived in N.S.W. this was to be our 
“bible” for many years, until 1969 when it was 
issued in facsimile with a supplement by D. J. 
McGillivray. The second, Orchid Culture in 
Ceylon, was edited and sold in aid of the 
Ceylon Red cross. it has now become a col- 
lector‘s item. 

The Rev. Rupp was the most prolific writer 
on Australian orchids for the period under 
review. Included in his offerings was part III 
of his autobiography, describing a year spent 
in Tasmania, followed by some time in 
Bulladelah. It was there that he made famous 
the Alum Mountain, on which he discovered 
and named both Dendrobium kestevenii and 
Cryptanthemis slateri. He wrote also “The 
Orchids of the County of Cumberland, New 
South Wales”, in which he lists 17 epiphytes 
and 102 terrestrials. A checklist today would 
provide an interesting, and no doubt sad, com- 
parison. A further article, “What is an 
orchid?”, demonstrated how the floral parts of 
some typical Australian genera fit into the 
special framework of the orchid flower. He 
also gives an account of the finding of 
Lindley’s Prerostylis mitchellii in Rookwood 
Cemetery, in an inner western Sydney suburb. 
Old Sydneysiders will recall this area of com- 
paratively undisturbed bushland as a good 
place for native plants including orchids. 
Dendrobium X gracillimum is an orchid that 
has had a few name changes. In a reprint from 
the Victorian Naturalist Rupp raised it to spe- 
cific rank as D. gracillimum, and relates how 
Dr. R. S. Rogers at first thought it to be a form 
of the Lord Howe Island D. gracilicaule. 

Black-and-white photographs of 
Australian natives made the front cover twice 
in Vol. 10. The first was captioned 
Dendrobium fusiforme, just one of the names 
borne by this species before it settled as D. 


Jonesii. Occasionally one still hears this old 
name used. The second was captioned by D. 
teretifolium and came from Sussex Inlet south 
of Sydney. The plant form and provenance 
leave no doubt of its identity. A further photo- 
graph in the text was captioned Dendrobium 
bigibbum-Phalaenopsis hybrid — no comment 
on this one! 

An article entitled “Dendrobium undula- 
tum” reminds us of the beauty of this abundant 
and robust plant. When Hawkes showed that 
this name had already been used, the next 
available was Lindley’s D. discolor, a name 
which has never been popular as it suggests a 
colour defect (rather than its actual meaning, 
‘of different colours’, from the latin), and the 
old name is still often used here in the north. 
Readers may be interested to learn that 
Whitsunday Shire, based in Proserpine, has 
recently adopted D. discolor var. broomfieldii 
as the Shire flower, in memory of Ken 
MacPherson’s work for both the Shire and the 
“Golden Orchid”. 

A jaunt to the north coast of N.S.W. was 
recorded by W. Worth, soon to become editor 
of the A.O.R. His description of a visit to a 
ravine is mouth-watering. He describes walls 
festooned with Sarcochilus fitzgeraldii in 
flower and “about two acres” of S. ceciliae, 
and he then visits some accompanying 
species: S. olivaceus, Cleisostoma becklerii, 
Dendrobium gracilicaule, D. speciosum, D. 
tetragonum and Calanthe veratrifolia, in 
addition to stags, elks and birdnest ferns. Are 
there many such places left? 

Trevor Hunt from Brisbane described and 
named Sarcochilus ceciliae var. albus from 
south-east Queensland, but this name has not 
survived. I have knowledge of one only alba 
plant of this species, which was flowering in 
north-east Queensland, and came true from 
seed enabling it to be spread around. Hunt also 
subscribed two articles on Queensland 
orchids. The first was a list of species, each 
with a brief description, from the south-east of 


the State, while the second was a list from all © 


Queensland with notes to enable the recogni- 
tion of each species. J. Murray Cox con- 
tributed a list of orchids of north Queensland 
with brief details attached to each. 

T. T. Taylor of Macknade (via Ingham) 
describes a trip to the ranges west of Ingham. 
The goal of the party was Phalaenopsis rosen- 
stromii, which they located and collected. The 
avowed purpose was to pollinate in the bush- 


_ house so that seed or seedlings could be taken 


to the habitat and released, thus preserving the 
species. This brave concept has not achieved 
it purpose as the so-called “Mt. Spec popula- 
tion” of the orchid is nearly extinct. 

Alf Glindemann of Mt. Fox west of Ingham 
was an early contributor to the A.O.R. 9see 
Vol. 60(3), p. 10). He wrote on the enemies of 
orchids in north Queensland, naming fire and 
timber-cutting as the most destructive. Also 
noted were wallaroos, scale insects, dendro- 
bium beetles and, last but not least, “the 
human vandal” responsible for the wholesale 
collection near to extinction of the Mt Spec 
orchid. | 

Len Lawler, Tolga 4882 
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P &R ORCHIDS 


Just off the Pacific Highway half way between Brisbane and Sydney. 
Turn into Port Macquarie at the Oxley Highway. 
We’re only 4km on the right. 
NOW ON THE WEB AT www.prorchids.com WITH PHOTOS. 


Sydney & Gosford Here We Come! 


We'll be at Gosford and St Ives in August. 
AND we'll be back at Castle Hill in October. 


We're going to try to bring as many flowering plants as possible. 
From Catasetums to Paph. species divisions. 
Lots of tubes of species and hybrids. 
May be some Mini Catts. 
Definitely a lot of imported plants from 6 months to 6 years old. 


Do you want a concolor Alba or an ang-thong alba or perhaps some 


of the new stonei alba crosses? 
Or is it a Stanhopea, catt; or Laelia species? 
If we haven’t got it at one show we may get it there for the next. 
See you all there. 
Peter, Rose, Agnes and Paul. 


For your free lists, write, phone, fax or just drop in and see us. 
We are closed Sunday. 
Ph: 02 6581 3061 Fax: 02 65810907 Email at prorchids@tsn.cc 
PO Box 5113, PORT MACQUARIE NSW 2444 
Cnr. Phillip Charley Dr. & Oxley Hwy. Port Macquarie NSW 2444 


Orcuipaccous Boos | Wa TRS 


Specialist supplier of ORCHID BOOKS 
Dendrobium and its Relatives Latest Release Seedlings 
Flowering Size Plants 


P. Lavarack, W. Harris and G. Stocker 
450 colour photos and descriptions of over 
400 species — $65.00 + post 


The Cattleyas and Their Relatives 
Carl L. Withner 


Vol 1, Vol 2 & Vol 3 $81.00 each + post 
Vol 4, Vol 5 & Vol 6 $86.50 each + post 


We only stock quality 
plants from Australia’s 
best hybridists 


Native species including 
Dendrobium, Cymbidium 
and Sarcochilus 


LARGE SPECIMENS 
AVAILABLE 
We also stock treefern, slabs, 


stakes, pots, sohagnum and 
bush moss, orchid bark 


B&T Ferns & Orchids 


Lot 2a, Old Emerald Road 
Monbulk, Victoria 3793 


Fax/Phone: (03) 9752 1922 
Melway Ref. 122 K.9 


Catalogue available on request. 


Grahame & Margaret Muller 
P.O. Box 4192, Tinana, Qld. 4650 
Ph: 07 4122 1251 Fax: 07 4122 4539 
Email: gmuller@mary.big.net.au 


ALVIM SEIDEL 


Orquidario Catarinense Ltda. 


Rua Roberto Seidel, 1981 - P.O. Box 1 
89280-000 CORUPA - Santa Catarina 
BRAZIL TEL. +4+55-47-375-1244 
FAX. ++55-47-375-1042 
Founder: Roberto Seidel 1906 


E-Mail: seidel@netuno.com.br 
http://www. seidel.com.br 


New Price List No. 101, that offers near 3,000 
different Orchids and Bromeliads, 
on request. 
Catalogue No. 2001 containing about 350 colour 
illustrations of Orchids and Bromeliads 
at US $5.00 cash or by 
International Postal Money Order, for postage. 


AOR 089 


Open 7 days a week 
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Hot/Cold and Cold Growers 


CULTURAL NOTES 
Cymbidiums 


At last the orchid season has started. Most 
cymbidiums growers usually use Mothers Day 
at the start of the orchid season! 

Now is the time to start staking up your 
oncoming racemes. You can use wire or bam- 
boo stakes or the modern way is to use Yo-Yo’s 
(Nie-Co-Rolls) (I believe MIRIAM ANN 
ORCHIDS have them in stock) Readjust your 
stakes or Yo-Yo’s weekly. Make sure you place 
a few snail pellets in each pot to keep hungry 
snails away. If you are in a mice area don’t for- 
get to put your favourite rat bait out or you 
could end up with no flowers this season. 

Once buds emerge place plants under some 
form of shelter, or you may end up with spotted 
blooms. 

Water every five to seven days depending on 
climatic conditions. Fertilise weekly with a 
good general purpose fertiliser. Horticultural 
Solutions have some good ratios and a new one 
that is getting good reports is MERRI-FERT. 

Pests should not be a problem this time of the 
year. Good air circulation is essential for good 
glower production. If leaves get in the way, tie 
them up out of the way. 

Don’t forget to keep your seedlings moving 
by keeping plants just moist and fertilising 
weekly with GARDEN PARTY® or HSO22. 8 


Cattleyas 


Winter is now with us. By now if you live 
south of Brisbane you should have your plants 
under cover. Your plants will do a lot better for 
you if you can keep the night temperature 
around ten degrees Celsius. 

If you leave your plants out in a shade house, 
you can make a shift house for them by cover- 
ing your shade house with greenhouse grade 
poly. Remember, do not completely cover the 
structure as your plants need ventilation. If you 
have a lot of cold wet weather, plants will 
develop all sorts of root rots! Remember, no 
roots — no tops - no flowers! 

Only water when plants have dried, usually 
around seven to ten days in good weather. After 
watering give you plants some fertiliser such as 
GARDEN PARTY®, or you could alternate 
this with WUXAL®. NOTE: WUXAL® is at 
long last back on the market!! 

If plants come into bud, try not to wet the 
buds and only water on sunny days. watch for 
aphids. If present you can use CONFIDOR® 
which now comes in aerosol packs for conve- 
nience. 

Keep your seedlings moving by keeping 
them as warm as possible keeping plants just 
moist and fertilising weekly with CROP- 
MAX® and your favourite fertiliser. OH 


Natives 


The middle of winter might be the “quiet 
time” for native orchids but there are still some 
that bloom such as the northern members of the 
Dendrobium speciosum group and the hybrids 
of mixed tropical and cool parentage. Spring 
flowering native orchids such as D. kingianum, 
and D. speciosum will have actively growing 
racemes over the cold months. There are others 
that develop and bloom quickly as soon as there 
are a few warm days — D. tetragonum, D. aemu- 
lum, D. teretifolium. 

Check developing racemes carefully and 
make sure they don’t get tangled in the leaves 
or chewed by pests. It is easier to manipulate 
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CULTURAL NOTES 


racemes as they develop but take great care, as 
they are very brittle and don‘t leave any traces 
of polystyrene foam or wire for the judges to 
find! Pests are not as prevalent in winter but 
snails can wreck all the flowers on a plant in 
one night. 

Winter care is about protection from the 
cold. The amount of effort you need is depen- 
dent on the conditions where your orchids 
grow. Conditions will vary between coastal and 
inland areas and even over short distances. One 
grower might be high on the sunny side of a hill 
while another only a short distance away could 
be at the bottom on the shady side. Their grow- 
ing conditions will be quite different. 

If you have only a few natives that need pro- 
tection from the cold they could be brought 
indoors to share the heaters in the house. Put a 
layer of gravel in a big water tray and place the 
lot in a spot with plenty of light but remember 
that even in the middle of winter the sun can 
really burn through a window. Take care not to 
overwater the plants and watch they don’t get 
infested with mealy bugs and similar pests that 
like dry conditions. 

A bigger collection in a heated house means 
that you will have to keep a check on heaters to 
let in sunlight. The plants need it and it does 
wonders for heating the environment. 
Overnight heating is relatively easy but expen- 
sive. Just be sure any heaters do not cook the 
plants close to them. A tub of water that is 
allowed to warm up will hold heat for some 
time and may help reduce your heating bill as 
well as provide humidity to offset the dryness 
of heating. 

One advantage is that plants which come 
from tropical areas are adapted to wet and dry 
seasons, many even wait for the dry season to 
bloom. They will shrivel and lose that lush, 
juicy look and some may even drop their 
leaves, but they expect a drought each year and 
dry plants are less prone to cold damage. Study 
the origins of the plants you are growing before 
inducing a general drought. Some will have 
pseudobulbs and good food reserves but others 
come from sheltered, moist areas and may need 
handwatering and high general humidity. 

Even so-called cool-growing natives may 
need protection during winter months. There is 
a big difference between areas where the only 
evidence that there is frost at all is brown grass 
and areas where the ice on the stock water 
troughs must be broken or it will still be there 
at dusk. These native orchids should withstand 
light frost with the protection of shadecloth or 
a big leafy tree — have you ever notices that the 
grass under trees can remain green while that in 
the open gets burned by frost? — but they will 
not tolerate heavy frost or snow and months of 
freezing night temperatures. Most natives come 
from moist niches in forest areas with good tree 
cover or they are terrestrials that don’t appear 
until the cold is over. Even the cold lovers such 
as D. falcorostrum come from areas with lots of 
trees for protection. The big plants that grow in 
the tops of Nothofagus moorei on ridges where 
they get the first rays of the morning sun and are 
well above any hollows where frost lies and 
these plants are not exactly in peak show con- 
dition. 

As many of your natives will be actively pro- 
ducing their flowers you will still need to care 
for them or the flower quality will suffer. Water 
regularly so the plants don’t become too 
stressed. This needs to be done in the day if pos- 
sible — when the ice in the hose melts and you 
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can use it! When you do water do it well. A 
light mist over the top might not get to the roots 
if the media has dried out and will be of no ben- 
efit. Soak the plants once or twice a week rather 
than a light mist every day. Choosing the day to 
water can provide a dilemma. A bright sunny 
day gives the best chance of them drying out 
but still, clear nights produce the heaviest 
frosts. Drizzly overcast days may have no frost 
but the plants will remain damp. If it rains 
lightly you might as well add to it. Don’t forget 
the plants in the heated house will need some 
water. 

Fertiliser isn’t critical at this time of year. 
Native orchids should have reserves to rely on, 
but if you live in a mild coastal area and new 
growth is underway in July feed lightly by all 
means. Mounted Sarcanthinae will benefit 
from some food while ever there is active 
growth. Look for the bright green root tips. 

If you are unlucky enough to get some frost 
damage there is little you can do about it. 
Prevention is the only way to keep you plants 
in top show condition. If you‘re up early 
enough you can water before the sun comes up. 
Lots of water takes longer to freeze than a small 
amount. Most frost damage won’t be obvious 
until a few days after it has occurred when sud- 
denly there may be black marks on the leaves 
or worse, the whole plant may collapse in a 
mushy pile. damaged tissue won’t recover so it 
can be cut off to reduce the risk of fungal infec- 
tion. 

Winter is about keeping your orchids healthy 
and undamaged. The extent of care and protec- 


tion you need to provide is totally dependent on 
your growing environment and budget and the 
plants you choose to grow. | 


Paphiopedilum 

Paphiopedilum hybrids are well into their 
flowering season. Most of the whites and early 
greens will be in flower, together with some of 
the coloured varieties. Many of the modern 
hybrids, particularly those with spotted flow- 
ers, will not flower until spring. Flower quality 
depends upon several factors; those under your 
control at this time of year are watering, feed- 
ing, staking and light. 

During winter paphiopedilums do not 
require frequent watering. Whilst the actual fre- 
quency will depend upon the weather, the type 
of housing and the state of the potting mixture, 
you must resist the temptation to pick up the 
hose unless the plants are moderately dry. 
When you do water, water early on a sunny day 
and water thoroughly. After every third or 
fourth watering allow the plants to drain for 
half an hour or so and then water with weak 
Aquasol (about half strength). 

Staking is important if you want to avoid 
asymmetrical flowers. Try to encourage the 
stems to grow upright from the start. You will 
be able to support the growing stem with a 
loose tie a couple of inches or so below the bud. 
When the stem is fully grown and the bud is 
about to open, lean the pot forward about fif- 
teen degrees or so and keep it in this position 
until the flower has been open about a week; 


SPECIES ORCHIDS 


World Wide shipment; Flasks, Seedlings, Flowering size. 
Over 700 species. Write NOW , enclose a stamp for free lists. 
D.LY. Sterile tubes of protocorm for reflask. D.LY. 


Burleigh Park Orchid Nursery 


54 Hammond Way, Thuringowa, 4815. 
Phone/Fax 0747 740008 Mail Order Specialist 
Get your lists sent by email: ian@speciesorchids.com 
Propagators of the Rare, the Beautiful and the Unusual 
Orchid Species of the World. 


Web page; www.speciesorchids.com 


Dark Star Orcinids 


‘Hans Schaible 


FLASKS, SEEDLINGS AND FLOWERING SIZE PLANTS 


Imported from top breeders in Germany, UK and Thailand 
African and Madagascan species 
Paphs, Lycastes, Vandaceous and more 
RARE SPECIES AND SOME HYBRIDS 


PO Box 114 Bowraville NSW 2449 
Telephone/Fax (02) 6564 4088 
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St Ives Orchid Fair & Show 


St Ives Showground 
Mona Vale Koad, St Ives 


17th August 2001 — 9.00am to 4.00pm 
18th August 2001 — 9.00am to 4.00pm 
19th August 2001 — 9.00am to 3.00pm 


MAJOR SPONSORS 
Easy Orchids e Sunnybank Garden Centre © The Orchid Pot Co. 


UNLIMITED FREE PARKING 
Orchid displays and sales, Floral art, Free advice from the 
experts, Wheelchair access, Bus groups welcome 


Organised by A.N.O.S. Warringah Group Inc., Ku-Ring-Gai Orchid Society Inc., 
Manly Warringah Orchid Society Inc., North Shore Orchid Society Inc. 


VENDORS 


Battack Orchids + Books of Nature * Dendi Orchids 
Down Under Native Orchids * Easy Orchids + Hills District Orchids 
House of Phalaenopsis * Lonne’s Orchids * Macquarie Native Orchids 
Mini World Orchids * Miriam Ann Orchids * Orchid Land 
Oceania Orchids * Orchid Oasis * P&R Orchids 
The Orchid Pot Company + Robertson Orchids + Royale Orchids 
Stockers Orchids * Tinonee Orchid Nursery * Warrnambool Orchids 


For more information: Show Marshall, Garrie Bromley Ph 02 9452 3202 
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CULTURAL NOTES 


this will cause the flowers to “look up” a little. 

Adequate light is very important for quality 
flowers. If at all possible, the amount of shad- 
ing should be reduced considerably from mid- 
May until early September. This will result in 
larger, brighter flowers and longer — yes, longer 
stronger stems; the plants will also benefit by 
continuing their growth cycle, albeit at a slower 
rate, through the winter months. 

Although potting is best left until spring, any 
plant which is not doing well should be repot- 
ted into fresh mixture as soon as it is noticed, 
no matter what the season. if the roots have rot- 
ted away, dip the “bare rooted” plant in 
Fongarid and stake it firmly. 

As a general rule the green-leaved hybrids 
can be grown quite well in cold conditions pro- 
vided they are protected from heavy frost. 
Those with heated glasshouses do not need 
more than about six degrees centigrade, 
although young seedlings will benefit from 
somewhat warmer conditions. Maudiae types 
are really warm growers and require about fif- 
teen degrees to do well. 


Phalaenopsis 


Watering:— Water only in early mornings 
every three or four days depending on the 
weather. If possible, water mainly in pots and 
not the foliage. Do not allow water to remain in 
the crown overnight as this can cause rot. Avoid 
watering at all on cold or bleak days. 

Light:— Still require more shade than other 
genera; can be reduced to 70% during winter. 

Fertiliser:— Reduce to once per fortnight, 
alternating between — 

(1) Inorganic low nitrogen — Campbells A, 
Aqua K or Phostrogen. 

(2) Wuxall Nitrosol or Fish Emulsion. 

Pest Control:— Spray with fungicide every 6 
weeks. e.g. Daconil, Ridomil MZ WP or 
Mancozeb with Kocide. 

Use Diazanon, Malathion or Pyrethrum to 
control scale and insects. 

Keep a close watch for mites and treat with 
a miticide as required. 

Wettable Sulphur may also be used as it is 
both a fungicide and a miticide, a 


Vandaceous 


Watering:— Cut back on watering during 
cooler months. Depending on local conditions, 
a good watering every three days should be suf- 
ficient. Water only in mornings. Avoid water- 
ing at all on cold or bleak days. 

Light:— Strap leaf vandas and ascocendas 
require 50% shade. If you wish to move narrow 
leafed vandaceous plants (i.e. terete and semi- 
terete vandas, Mokaras, Arandas, etc.) from a 
shade house to full sunlight, then now is a good 
time to move them. 

Fertiliser:— Reduce fertilising to once per 
fortnight alternating between — 

(1) Inorganic low nitrogen — Campbells A, 
Flowfeed HP8, Aqua K or Phostrogen. 

(2) Wuxall, Nitrosol or Fish Emulsion. 

Pest Control:— Spray with a fungicide every 
6 weeks e.g. Daconil, Ridomil MZ WP, 
Mancozeb or Wettable Sulphur. 

If insects or scale are a problem spray with 
Diazanon, Malathion or Pyrethrum. 

Watch for mite damage (i.e. Red Spider, 
false spider, etc.) and treat with a miticide such 
as Kelthan or Tedion. oO 
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Cymbidiums. 


ss BY THE AUSTRALIAN CYMBIDIUM SOCIETY INC. 


Editor’s Report 


Included in this issue is the report from 
Australian Cymbidium President, David 
Allen, on the ACS Annual General 
Meeting held in Sydney late last February. 
While being fortunate to attend the three 
days of meetings as an observer (due to 
Noe and myself being in Sydney for the 
ACS delegates and editors meeting with 
the Australian Orchid Review at Graphic 
World) I don’t wish to preempt David’s 
report in this column, but rather to urge all 
readers to make reading his report a prior- 
ity. With ACS approval and assistance we 
will endeavour to bring you detailed 
reports on the important initiatives outlined 
by David over future issues. 


It’s worth noting that in a country 
renowned for the rivalry that exists 
between various states, the achievements 
of the four state Cymbidium clubs stand out 
as an example to many other organisations 
(not to mention our various governments)! 
Certainly all ACS delegates, the state bod- 
ies and, particularly, the ACS President 
David Allen (who personally undertook 
the formulation and preparation of the draft 
documents) have good reason to feel proud 
of the results achieved. 


The winner of the SAGE Cymbidium of 
the Year 2000 is also presented in this 
issue, along with all entrants and winners 
of the various categories. A profile of 
SAGE Horticultural, the innovative com- 
pany that makes possible the SAGE 
Cymbidium of the Year awards is also fea- 
tured. While on the subject of quality 


Editorial Panel 


Dean Roesler 
Lot 14 Lawson Road 
Kalbeeba, SA 5118 


Tel/Fax: (08) 8522 6886 


Noe Smith 
24 William Hunter Court 
Rosebud, Vic 3939 
Tel: (03) 5986 1121 
Fax: (03) 5982 1847 


seedlings, Kevin Butler of Ezi-Gro Orchids 
in Western Australia provides us with his 
“Six-Pack” of outstanding seedlings flow- 
ered during the 2000 season. My own 
observations of Cymbidium awards and 
judging will, hopefully, provide some food 
for thought (while not upsetting anyone!) 
in coinciding with the implementation of 
our own national award system. While not 
calling for a rush of “easy” awards, I do 
believe cymbidiums deserve the consider- 
ation and appraisal of experienced, special- 
ist Cymbidium judges who are also know!]- 
edgeable growers, hybridisers and enthusi- 
asts. 

With the show season almost upon us, 
we have the details on the venue and dates 
for this year’s national Cymbidium show 
(for the top of everyone’s list). In 2001 
New South Wales hosts the Australian 
Cymbidium Orchid Show at Swane’s 
Nursery in Dural and information about 
this event is featured, including a report 
from one of the national show’s major 
sponsors, Van Schaik’s BIO-GRO, giving 
us an insight into some of the people who 
make these shows possible each year. 
Helmuth Gerber brings us the second part 
of his detailed article on the devastating 
effects of fungal infections in cymbidiums 
where he describes treatments and cures. 
David Allen puts on a different hat to give 
us the dates you need to know if you’re 
planning on attending the Australian 
Cymbidium Orchid Festival at Ararat this 
year. | 

Rob Smith 
Editor 


Rob Smith 
24 William Hunter Court 
Rosebud, Vic 3939 
Tel: (03) 5986 1121 
Fax: (03) 5982 1847 


CYMBIDIUM CLUB OF 
AUSTRALIA INC. 


Meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month (except December, January 
and February) 

Meetings commence 8.00 p.m. 

Venue: Lakemba Chapter Remembrance Hall, 
220 Lakemba Street, Lakemba, Sydney, N.S.W. 
For further details contact 
Secretary, William Jablonski, 
Orchidland Nursery,7 Nicholli Place, 
Kenthurst, N.S.W. 2156 
Phone: (02) 9654 9464, 

AH (02) 9654 8189 
President, Greg Bryant, 

Phone: (02) 9668 9374 


CYMBIDIUM CLUB OF 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA INC. 


Meetings are held on the 4th Wednesday of 
each month (except December and January) 
Auditorium open from 7.00 p.m. — 
Beginners’ Group commences 7.20 p.m. 
Main Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Masonic Hall, Fisher Street, 
Burnside, Adelaide, S.A. 

For further details contact 
Secretary, Yvonne Longbottom, 

12 Joanne Terrace, 

Parafield Gardens S.A. 5107 
Phone: (08) 8258 3435 
President, Ray Brady, 

Phone: (08) 8254 7136 


THE CYMBIDIUM CLUB OF 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 


Meetings are held on the 1st Thursday of 
each month (except January and February) 
Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: The Light Car Club Hall, 
Moojebing, W.A. 

For further details contact 
Secretary, Marilyn Thomas, 

18 Delbridge Drive, Kenwick, WA 6107 
Phone: (08) 9459 7709 
President, Christine Jamieson 
Phone: (08) 9249 1648 
Email: cz85jac@ozemail.com.au 


THE CYMBIDIUM ORCHID SOCIETY 
OF VICTORIA INC. 


Meetings are held on 2nd Tuesday of 
each month (except January) 
Popular Vote commences 7.50 p.m. — 
Main Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Mt. Waverley Youth Centre, 
Millers Crescent, Mt. Waverley, Victoria. 
For further details contact 
Secretary, Kevin Brown, 

4 Riviera Street, Mt Waverley, Victoria 3149 
Phone: (03) 9808 1224 
President, Ken West, 

Phone: (03) 9725 7513 
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SAGE Cymbidium 
of the Year 200( 


Text by Rob Smith 


Cym. (Jessie Blakiston x Lalor’s Luck) 


Helen Palmer 


42 The Australian Orchid Review, June/July 2001 


nce again the Australian 
C)emitn Society, in associa- 

tion with SAGE Horticultural, 
are proud to present the State 
Nominations, the Section Winners, and 
the Australian Cymbidium Seedling of 
the Year. 

For the year 2000, congratulations go 
to Helen and John Palmer, winners of the 
SAGE Cymbidium of the Year award 
with their seedling Cym. (Jessie 
Blakiston x Lalor’s Luck), also Best 
Intermediate Cymbidium. (NSW). 
Congratulations also to: Kimberley 
Orchids, winner of Best Standard 
Cymbidium (VIC) with Cym. Kimberley 
Lady ‘Jasmine’; Keith Northcote, win- 
ner of Best Miniature Cymbidium (SA) 
with Cym. (Midnight Muffet x canalicu- 
latum); and, Ern Kettle, winner of Best 
Novelty Cymbidium (VIC) with Cym. 
Idyllic Glamour. 

For Helen and John, winning the 
SAGE Cymbidium of the Year is nothing 
new, having won it previously in 1996 
with another of their own hybrids which 
also had Cym. Jessie Blakiston as one 
parent. Their plant of Cym. (Jessie 
Blakiston x Lalor’s Luck) came from a 
crossing that Helen had decided to keep 
and flower out at their nursery, Mini 
World Orchids, at Kenthurst, north-west 
of Sydney. Helen was unsure of the 
potential of the cross and elected not to 
sell any of the resultant seedlings. As it 
turned out, the cross has proven to be a 
most fortuitous combination, having 
produced a number of shapely interme- 
diates in mostly pink shades. Helen 
reports that the results of flowerings to 
date have been very consistent. The 
Palmer’s winning clone produces 
medium-length racemes which Helen 
describes as being of ideal length for pot 
plant use and with short-ish foliage 
allowing the flowers to display them- 
selves nicely. 

Helen also commented that she has 
several avenues she wishes to follow 
with her hybridising work, seeing oppor- 
tunities to develop quality compact 
green and yellow intermediates and 
intermediate pure-colours among others. 
They continue to grow their cymbidiums 
in a mix of 12mm pine bark containing 
10% rice hulls, with Dynamic Lifter 
added to the mix. Helen says that they 
rarely use insecticides at the nursery, but 
have found that using Eco-Oil controls 
red spider mite and fungal infections. 

Congratulations again to Helen for 
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hybridising the SAGE Cymbidium of 
the Year 2000. No doubt we will see the 
Palmer name among future state nomi- 
nations, section winners and, possibly, 
Cymbidium of the Year, adding to their 
already impressive record achieved 
since the award’s inception: 1995 — 
State Nominated Miniature Cymbidium 
and Best Intermediate Cymbidium; 1996 
— SAGE Cymbidium of the Year, Best 
Intermediate Cymbidium and _ State 
Nominated Miniature; 1997 — State 
Nominated Miniature Cymbidium; 1998 
State Nominated Miniature 
Cymbidium; 1999 — Hybridiser of State 
Nominated Miniature Cymbidium; and, 
2000 — SAGE Cymbidium of the Year 
and Best Intermediate Cymbidium. 


SAGE Horticultural 


The association between the 
Australian Cymbidium Society (ACS) 
and SAGE Horticultural began shortly 
after the formation of the ACS and led to 
the sponsorship of the ACS Cymbidium 
of the Year and the award’s renaming as 
the SAGE Cymbidium of the Year, in 
1995. Since that time Bob Campbell, 
Managing Director of SAGE 
Horticultural, has been a supporter of the 
ACS and the Cymbidium of the Year 
concept. 

The innovative approach SAGE 
Horticultural brought to the ACS via 
their sponsorship is the same innovative 
approach they take to the development 
of horticultural products and is, perhaps, 
a fitting complement to the SAGE 
Cymbidium of the Year award which 
provides recognition for the innovations 
in Cymbidium development achieved 
through hybridisation and the growing 
and flowering of new seedlings. 

The promotion of hybridising and 
growing of new cymbidiums is vital for 
the continued development and popular- 
ity of our favourite genus. While the 
development of mericloning has revolu- 
tionised the growing of orchids, particu- 
larly cymbidiums, by making quality 
orchids available in large numbers at 
reasonable prices, the development of 
new hybrids and the growing and flow- 
ering of new seedlings is imperative. 
Without them cymbidiums would stag- 
nate and wain in popularity — the new, 
exciting, improved and different are the 
lifeblood of the genus, its popularity, and 
commercial sustainability. 

SAGE Horticultural has been associ- 
ated with the nursery industry for over 
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Bob Campbell 
thirty years and, in particular, have sup- 
plied many orchid growers with equip- 
ment, including glass houses, shade 
houses, heaters, misting equipment and 
fertiliser injection systems, along with 
fertilisers, fungicides, pesticides, weed 
controllers and hydroponic nutrients. 
For a number of years orchid growers 
around the country have been using 
Vitall Liquid Fertiliser because of its 
ability to provide good growth with 
well-balanced nutrients while reducing 
salt levels in the mix and does not block 
sprinklers or filters. Recently Vitall Plus 
has been released for sale and, for the 
organically-minded grower, provides the 
additional benefit of suppressing dis- 
eases such as botrytis, fusarium, phyto- 


phthora, powdery mildew, pythium, — 


rhizoctonia, rusts, sclerotinia, and/or 
insects such as aphids, fungal gnats, leaf 
miners, mites, root and foliar nematodes, 
thrips, whitefly and scale insects. When 
used continually Vitall Plus builds up the 
immune system of plants and combines 
its unique characteristic to balance the 
pH of the dilution, increasing efficiency 
of antibiotics in plant extracts and addi- 
tional insecticides if used in combination 
with Vitall Plus. If this sounds good to 
you, SAGE Horticultural can be con- 
tacted at 121 Herald St, Cheltenham, 
Victoria 3192, or on (03) 9553 3777. 
Their website address is www.sage- 
hort.com.au and their email address is 
sagehort@alphalink.com.au | 
Rob Smith 

24 William Hunter Court 

Rosebud, Victoria 3939 
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Best Standard Cymbidium 


Cym. Kimberley Lady ‘Jasmine’ 


New South Wales Nomination Victorian Nomination 


Cym. (Lancashire Rose x Solana Beach) Cym. Kimberley Lady “Jasmine’ 
Owner: Dural Orchids Australia Owner/Hybridiser: Kimberley Orchids 
Hybridiser: Bryants Orchids Parentage: Cym. (Red Valley x Valley Splash) 


EEE 


Western Australian Nomination 


‘ ee Cym. Kirby Lesh ‘Fay’ 
South Australian Nomination Orin iGo Orelivtals 


Cym. (Chilli Pepper x President Gorbachev) Hybridiser: Geyserland Orchids _ 
Owner/Hybridiser: Valley Orchids Parentage: Cym. (Red Beauty x Pink Champagne) 


i 
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Best Intermediate Cymbidium 


Cym. (Jessie Blakiston x Lalor’s Luck) 


New South Wales Nomination 
Cym. (Jessie Blakiston x Lalor’s Luck) Owner/Hybridiser: Helen Palmer 


Victorian Nomination 


South Australian Nomination 


Cym. (Pendragon x Valley Gratitude) Cym. (Valley Regent x Red Pepper) 
Owner: Alec Canala Owner: David Wain 


Hybridiser: Mills Orchids Hybridiser: Valley Orchids 
—— TH - 
| 
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Best Miniature Cymbidium 
Cym. (Midnight Muffet x canaliculatum) 


South Australian Nomination 


Cym. (Midnight Muffet x canaliculatum) Owner: Keith Northcote 
Hybridiser: Gordon Brooks Orchids 


New South Wales Nomination Victorian Nomination 


Cym. (Hazel Show x Summer Clouds) Cym. (Mary Pinchess x Pearly Pepper) 
Owner: Merv Campbell Owner: David Wain 


Hybridiser: Schaefers Orchids Hybridiser: Geyserland Orchids 
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Best Novelty Cymbidium 


Cym. Idyllic Glamour 


Victorian Nomination 
Cym. Idyilic Glamour Owner: Ern Kettle 
Hybridiser: Geyserland Orchids Parentage: Cym. (Tethys x Miss Muffet) 


7” 


New South Wales Nomination 
Cym. Blazing Fury ‘Scorn’ Western Australian Nomination 
Owner: Kevin Black Cym. Marilyn Sharpe ‘Bright Star’ 
Hybridiser: Bryants Orchids Owner/Hybridiser: Ezi-Gro Orchids 
Parentage: Cym. (Lancashire Rose x Yowie Flame) Parentage: Cym. (Lone Star x Solana Beach) 
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The Australian Cymbidium Society presents 


VAN SCHAIK’S — BIO-GRO 
GARDEN CITY PLASTICS 


2001 NATIONAL CYMBIDIUM 
ORCHID SHOW 


to be held at 


Swanes Nursery 
490 Galston Road, Dural, NSW 2158 
http://www.swanes.com/ e-mail: swanes@bigpond.com 


Hosted by: The Cymbidium Club of Australia Inc. 


Thursday 9th August set-up 8.00am to 11.00am with Judging from 11.30am 
Friday 10th August 2001 from 9.00am to 5.00pm 
Saturday 11th August 2001 from 9.00am to 5.00pm 
Sunday 12th August 2001 from 9.00am to 3.00pm 


GRAND CHAMPION OF SHOW $500 + SASH The Orchid Mart (NSW) 

CHAMPION LARGE FLOWER $250 + SASH Bryants Orchids (NSW) 

CHAMPION INTERMEDIATE $250 + SASH Orchidland Nursery (NSW) 

CHAMPION MINIATURE $250 + SASH Mini World Orchids (NSW) 

CHAMPION SPECIMEN $250 + SASH Orchid Oasis (NSW) 

CHAMPION NOVELTY $250 + SASH Sims Orchids (SA) 

CHAMPION CUT STEM $250 + SASH Kimberley Orchids (Vic) 

CHAMPION SEEDLING $250 + SASH Dural Orchids Australia (NSW) 
CHAMPION DISPLAY $250 + SASH $250 Voucher from Royale Orchids (NSW) 
ORCHID OF SHOW - selected by Swanes $250 Cymbidium Club of Australia (NSW) 


DISPLAY - Commercial Section 

SPONSORED BY Foxfire Orchids (NSW) GOLD SASH $300 voucher 
Battack Orchids (NSW) SILVER SASH $200 
Cymbidium Society of Victoria BRONZE SASH $100 


DISPLAY - Hobbyist Section - Large Display (2.5m x 2m and over) 

SPONSORED BY Valley Orchids (SA) GOLD SASH $250 voucher 
Cymbidium Club of South Australia SILVER SASH $200 
David Keanelly Orchids (Vic) BRONZE SASH $100 


DISPLAY - Hobbyist Section - Small Display (2m x 2m and under, with a maximum of 9 pot plants) 

SPONSORED BY Cymbidium Club of Western Australia GOLD SASH $100 
T.P. Castings (Vic) SILVER SASH $75 
A.D. Spring Glass Houses (NSW) BRONZE SASH _ $50 


DISPLAY - Most Artistic display or Best Theme 

SPONSORED BY Cherrybrook Florist (NSW) GOLD SASH $200 
Ken West & Glenda Coutts (Vic) SILVER SASH $100 
Rob & Noe Smith (Vic) BRONZE SASH $50 
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National Cymbidium 
Orchid Show 2001 


he major Cymbidium event in 
(Teessis orchid show calendar 

sees a new venue this year. The 
Cymbidium Club of Australia (NSW) are 
hosting the Van Schaik’s BIO-GRO and 
Garden City Plastics 2001 National 
Cymbidium Orchid Show, presented by 
the Australian Cymbidium Society, at 
Swane’s Nursery, 490 Galston Road, 
Dural NSW. 

In preparing to hold the sixth annual 
national show the CCA have secured both 
an exciting venue, the famous Swane’s 
Nursery, and a major sponsorship and 
naming rights package with two of 
Australia’s largest horticultural and orchid 
product producers and suppliers, Van 
Schaik’s BIO-GRO and Garden City 
Plastics. 

Swane’s Nursery is an excellent venue 
for a major orchid show such as the 
National Cymbidium Show. The nursery 
itself is a visual showpiece from its tree 
and flower-lined driveway, reminiscent of 
an entrance to an English stately home, 
leading to an imposing main entrance and 
cottage café on several acres of manicured 
garden. 

The show will be staged in a huge glass 
house within the nursery itself providing 
over 800 square metres of floor space that 
is evenly and perfectly lit for viewing 
cymbidiums at their best. Access for 
exhibitors is via a separate car park at the 
rear of the glass house which has large 
doors for the easiest moving of plants and 
props in and out that you could wish for. 

Dates and times for visitors to the show 
are Friday 10th August 9am-5pm; 
Saturday 11th August 9am-S5pm; and, 
Sunday 12th August 9am-3pm. 

Exhibitors may bench plants between 
8am-llam on Thursday 9th August, with 
the judging to commence from 11.30am. 
Exhibits will be judged in their colour and 
size classes, with exhibitors composing 
their displays after the completion of judg- 
ing. 

Anyone interesting in exhibiting at or 
attending the show can obtain further 
information from the CCA Secretary, 
William Jablonski, at Orchidland Nursery, 
7 Nichollii Place, Kenthurst NSW 2156, 
(02) 9654 9464. 

Australia is indeed fortunate (in 
Cymbidium terms) in having some of the 
world’s foremost Cymbidium hybridisers, 
many of whom will be showcasing the lat- 
est developments in Cymbidium breeding. 
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Main entrance to the Swane’s Nursery complex 


Along with displays from all state 
Cymbidium clubs, many leading nurseries 
and private growers will be exhibiting 
their best plants. The annual National 
Cymbidium Orchid Show is unique in the 
orchid world, with no other nation staging 
a major show devoted solely to the genus 
Cymbidium. 


For Cymbidium enthusiasts, or growers 
of other orchid genera, who simply want to 
see one of the largest and most spectacular 
Cymbidium displays assembled, Dural in 
August 2001 is the place to be! | 

Rob Smith 
24 William Hunter Court 
Rosebud, Victoria 3939 


A view looking up the driveway toward Swane’s Nursery, which is just visible at the top. 
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Orchid Bark Nuggets 
5-8mm (Mini) 
10mm (Small) 

15mm (Medium) 
20mm (Large) 
350mm (Extra Large) 


Composted Barks 
(for Cymbidiums) - 


Orchid Mix 
All 50 litre (packaged) 
Customer support 
services available 
Industry preferred 
supplier status 


» Club member and 
enthusiast enquiries 
welcome 


Van Schaik’s BIO-GRO 


Free Phone 1800 355 596 

Free Fax 1800 355 598 
Head Office: 

194 Jubilee Highway East, 

Mount Gambier, S.A. 5290 
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BRYANTS ORCHIDS 


ABN 17.372 564 828 


Where parentage ts important 


Green Spectacle ‘Shah’ 


At the 2000 National Cymbidium show we had 1st in the White, Pink, 
Yellow and Red Large Flowered Cymbidum Classes, not to mention the 
Champion Cut Stem. Our Nursery boasts some of the best and most 
productive cut flower varieties in the world. All come from our hybridising 
program. Results and integrity are important. 


Mericlones of ‘Shah’ will only be available direct from the Nursery until our 
November Mailing List. 


22-26 Cook Street, Kurnell NSW 2231 Australia 
Tel: (02) 9668 9374 Fax (02) 96688119 Email: bryantsorchids@aol.com 
Website: http://www.bryantsorchids.com.au 


Nursery open only on Friday 9-4, Saturday 9-12. Closed to visitors at other times. 
Bankcard - Mastercard - Visa 


2001 CATALOGUE 


NOW AVAILABLE 
See you at... 


Gosford — Orchid Spectacular 


3rd to 5th August 2001 


Orchid Fair 


17th to 19th August 2001 


RCHID 
E ASIS 


201 Beach Road Mitchells Island NSW 2430 
Phone (02) 6553 2991 Fax (02) 6553 2092 
Mobile 0418 606 597 

Email oasisorc@hardnet.com.au 


$ 
c 
fe) 
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Van Schaik’s BIO-GRO Pty Ltd_ 


Proud Sponsor of the National Cymbidium Orchid Show 2001 
The Orchid Bark Story: A Business within a Business 


ince first commencing operations in 
1966 the thoughts of Hans Van Schaik, 
company founder and director, have never 
altered — to utilise pine barks from the 
120,000 hectare Pinus Radiata plantations 
in the south east of South Australia and 
western Victoria and produce from this 
renewable resource a range of quality 
products with consistency of supply that 
meet and exceed horticultural industry 
requirements and standards. 
Long considered as one of the leaders in 
composting pine barks and other organic 
residues in Australia, Van Schaik’s 


Organic Soils and Bark Suppliers has now 
reached a stage where at any given time 
the company has in excess of 500,000 


Van Schaik’s BIO-GRO Pty Ltd 11.3 hectare 
state-of-art operations, Mount Gambier, South 
Australia 


cubic metres of raw material in various 
stages of production. Out of this total vol- 
ume less than 5% is suitable for the Ausgro 
range of orchid growing media. 

On April Ist 1995 Van Schaik’s BIO- 
GRO Pty Ltd was formed to provide the 
Van Schaik family a company that would 
undertake the value adding process and the 
marketing for the group. 

In April 1997 an ultra modern factory 
complex in Mount Gambier, South 
Australia was purchased to facilitate all 
operational aspects of the company which 
continued to experience growth of epic 


Modern packaging and operational facilities 
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2% 


Hans and Marjan Van Schiak. Company 
Founders and Directors 


proportions. This 11.3 ha site was to 
become the company’s new headquarters 
with 11,000 square metres undercover. It is 
on this site that our Ausgro range of orchid 
growing mediums is produced. 

The unpredictable characteristics dis- 
played when orchid bark is processed has 
caused enormous frustration, and experi- 
ence has shown that commercial screening 
and separation machines failed to perform 
when handling these products. To over- 
come these short-comings the Van Schaik 
family has developed its own equipment 
for the production of orchid bark nuggets. 

Under the Ausgro brand name the Van 
Schaik family produce exclusively for the 
orchid growing fraternity, Orchid Bark 
Nuggets from 5-8mm, 10mm, 15mm, 
20mm to 30mm and 15mm Composted 
Pine Bark. After consultation with some of 
Australia’s leading growers Ausgro 
Supreme Blend Orchid Mix was also 
developed and produced. These products 
have all been well accepted by the indus- 
try with a client base now extending to 
every state in Australia as well as a loyal 
and repeat international client base that 
includes Japan, South East Asia and New 
Guinea. In addition inquiries from the 
Middle East are currently being processed. 

“A business within a business” would 
appear to be a contradiction, but the orchid 


eh | 


bark story would not be complete without 
stating the obvious. The identification and 
sourcing of suitable barks prior to com- 
posting, the unique composting process 
used to produce orchid bark nuggets and 
the different finishing and ongoing 
processes used. The storage, handling, 
grading and packaging have all involved 
the development of processes unique to 
this market, with the end result being to 
produce a quality orchid growing medium, 
or orchid bark nugget, that will consis- 
tently last during storage and give good 
pot life to the consumer. Remember that a 
lot of storage and handling factors are out- 
side the manufacturer’s control after the 
product leaves the factory. 

It is interesting in talking to Hans about 
how things have changed. His original dis- 
cussions with orchid growers, he recalls, 
clearly gave him the impression that in no 
way would the industry ever change to 
using a thoroughly composted pine bark 
nugget. We wonder today where the indus- 
try would be if the likes of Hans Van 
Schaik and Robin Debernardi (Debco’s 
founder) had not persisted in developing 
thoroughly composted Pine Bark Nuggets 
for the orchid growing industry. | 


Van Shaik’s BIO-GRO Pty Ltd 
PO Box 8061 Mount Gambier East 
South Australia 5291 


‘On-site management quality inspection of 
screened product 


=» RESOURCE UTILISATION V. 
cies on a world class competitive scale are an 
2 essential part of operations to satisfy growing 
: demand for Van Schaik’s BIO-GRO quality range 
«of products 
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CYMBIDIUMS AUSTRALIA ; 


President’s Report 
Australian Cymbidium Society 


National Delegate’s Meeting 

The Annual General meeting of the 
Australian Cymbidium Society took place 
in Sydney on a muggy weekend in 
February 2001. This meeting proved to be 
the most significant in our short history. 
During 2000 a number of working papers 
were distributed to the state bodies and 
from these papers a number of decisions 
were made that will carry the ACS into this 
new millennium. I was heartened to see the 
positive response to these draft papers 
from all ACS state bodies. 

The ACS now has in place a minimum 
National Show Schedule, National Show 
Rules, National Judging Handbook and a 
National Award System. The ACS dele- 
gates (after discussions with their relevant 
state bodies), through cooperation and a 
little compromise, achieved a truly out- 
standing and momentous agreement. Their 
discretion in using commonsense aimed at 
a positive outcome during our discussions 
proved that change on a national level is 
possible and I look forward to seeing the 


implementation of these documents on a 
state and national basis. 


Cymbidiums Australia Editorial Panel 


The year 2000 saw the ACS go from 
strength to strength with the help of the 
Australian Orchid Review. The introduc- 
tion of the Cymbidiums Australia editor- 
ial panel has assured the continuing high 
standard set by Dean Roesler for this sec- 
tion of the AOR and the enthusiasm that 
Rob and Noe Smith have brought to the 
panel will see all Cymbidium growers ben- 
efit from their contribution. The 
Cymbidiums Australia section of the AOR 
is Our main avenue to the orchid world and 
the general public making this magazine 
one of our high priority endeavours. 


National Show 2001 

Last year this show returned to the Rural 
City of Ararat where, back in 1996, we 
saw the inaugural National Cymbidium 
Show take shape - boy, doesn’t time fly 
when you’re having fun? The 2000 show 


FOXFIRE ORCHIDS 


‘Karen’ appears as a 
parent in our latest 
catalogue. It flowers 
in late May and is 
a productive pure 
colour carrier! 


Write, phone, fax or 
email us for a copy of 


our current’ cata- 


logue. 


See you at the 16th 
Annual Central Coast 
Orchid Fair 30th 
June-ist July’ at 
Royale Orchids. 


(Baltic Harvest x Rose Armstrong 


‘Karen’) 


P.O. Box 639, Gosford, N.S.W. 2250 
Phone/Fax: (02) 4374 1353 
‘Email: foxfireorchids@optusnet.com.au 
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David Allen 


was, I believe, the biggest and best yet and, 
in 2001, we head again to New South 
Wales where it will be held at Swane’s 
Nursery at Dural. Van Schaik’s BIO-GRO 
and Garden City Plastics are our sponsors 
for this event and I’m looking forward to 
meeting up with all my Cymbidium friends 
there. Look for the details of the show in 
the AOR and book your accommodation 
for what promises to be another great 
Cymbidium event. 


The Australian Cymbidium Society 
We are a loose affiliation of the state 
Cymbidium bodies and as we don’t have a 
mandate or the power to force our deci- 
sions onto the state clubs we can only 
achieve change through cooperation. We 
must remember to have fun and not take 
ourselves too seriously about our hobby. 
Let us find ways to demonstrate to other 
orchid growers that Cymbidium growers 
know how to enjoy themselves. We all like 
what we are doing in growing, promoting 
and showing the world’s best orchid, the 
Cymbidium, so let us therefore strive to 
create any changes at a national level 
through cooperation and commonsense. 
We need to promote our great hobby where 
ever and when ever we can! If you have 
any innovative ideas on how we can do 
this, please contact your local club 
Secretary, who will then discuss it at a 
local level and then bring it to us at one of 
our delegate’s meetings. How about giving 
the gift of a subscription to a local 
Cymbidium club to a friend? This friend 
may, for some reason, grow other orchid 
genera as well as cymbidiums but does not 
belong to a Cymbidium club...we all seem 
to know at least one of these “unfortunate” 
people who have wandered into that 
under-world of “fungus-on-bark”...let us 
lead them back into the world of colour 
and light by giving them this gifted insight 

into cymbidiums. 

David Allen 
18 Wootten Crescent 
Langwarrin, Victoria 39910 
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The Ezi-Gro Orchids 
2000 Seedling °‘Six Pack” 


Text and photography by Kevin Butler 


n viewing the slides of the 

Cymbidium seedlings flowered in 
2000 I was surprised to see that we had 
flowered more good cultivars than I had 
thought. When viewing the slides for this 
article thirty were pulled out on the first 
viewing. From these I had to choose six 


which was no easy task. One of my main 
aims in hybridising is to produce some- 
thing different. I thrive on flowering a new 
hybrid that has unusual colour. I have not 
included any of these for I have chosen 
seedlings that should appeal to the judges 
in having very filled in flowers and there- 


fore do well on the showbench. 


1. Cym. Judy Podger ‘Very Full’ 

The cross Cym. Judy Podger (Daffodil 
Grove x Dutchman’s Delight) has pro- 
duced an above average number of good 
cultivars. Most have a yellow background 


Cym. Judy Podger ‘Very Full’ 


Cym. No Worries ‘Zephyr’ 


Cym. (Red Beauty x Rod) ‘Amaranth’ 
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Cym. Melissa Ann ‘Moving Sand’ 
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Dural Orchids Australia 


This ultra early, 


highly perfumed 
seedling flowers 
for us in March 
and has potential 
for breeding 
brightly coloured 
intermediates. 
Write or phone for 
current mericlone 

and seedling list. 
Plants available 


from compot to 
2 flowering size. 


Address: 702 Old Northern Road, 
Dural 2158 

Open: 7 days 9am-3pm 

Phone: 61 2 9651 1294 

Mobile: 0417 440 829 

email: schindler97@hotmail.com 


PHONE: 0412 391 989 


TOM BURIAN ORCHIDS 
Cym. WHITE VALLEY ‘BECKY’ 
AIVIEZ@:S SON PANDY N@ Ge 


Grand Champion 1999 National Cymbidium Show 


* Large plant of 2 bulbs and lead Mericlones for $30 each or 2 plants for $50. 
* Advanced first bulb mericlones @ $10 each or 2 for $17, 3 for $24, 5 for $35. 


eK OK kok 


Large flowering size seedlings ex 6”-7” pots to flower in 2002 @ $15 each. 
or 12 for $140 (plus postage and handling). 
1339 Choc Valley, T330 Strath Beauty, T325 Strath Surprise, 
1329 Strath Wonder x Chocolada ‘The Giant’, 
1338 Mary Ann x Chocolada ‘The Giant’, T324 Chocarunta, 
1322 Inferno x Choc ‘April’. 
Cash with order please. (Discounts apply to large orders.) (Freight Extra.) 


* NEW 2000/2001 SEEDLING FLASK LIST NOW AVAILABLE 
* SEND S.A.E. FOR YOUR COPY 
R.S.D. 87, STRATHALBYN, S.A. 5255 
Nursery at Lot 25 Heinjus Road, Strathalbyn. S.A. 5255 


*** Open Weekends from June 1st to the end of October, 10.00am- 5.00pm *** 
Telephone: 0412 391 989 © E-Mail: wthomas@camtech.net.au www.adelaide.net.au/~wthomas/ 
:p. 
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Alan & Miriam Merriman 
89 Levy Street, 
Glenbrook NSW 2773 
The Orchid People 


Sydney's only one 
stop Orchid Shop 
We carry a large range of 
orchid requisites 
Port Pots always in stock 
We have a large range of 
Tassie Spag. Moss in all pack sizes 
Stakes - Water Breakers 
Nie-co Rolls 
Thermometers 
PH and EC Meters 
Sydney Agent for Woolf Orchidculture 
ALAN'S FERTILIZER 
HANDBOOK 
Price $10.45 including postage 
ALAN'S PEST and DISEASE 
HANDBOOK 
Price $18.70 per copy including postage 
* Nursery open most weekends 
for all your orchid requisites 
* Growing classes held monthly 
PHONE 0247 395 141 
Fax 0247 398 090 
email: mirannorchids @ emunet.com.au 
web: www.emunet.com.au/~mirannorchids/ 
BANKCARD, MASTERCARD AND VISA 


Do you love 
Cymbidiums and 
Paphiopedilums? 


The Cymbidium Society of 
America invites you to join 


Membership includes six issues 
of the colourful 
Orchid Adventures magazine 


CURRENT ANNUAL DUES 
US$30.00 


(Includes Surface mail postage) 


ADD US$20.00 for overseas Air Mail 


[VISA, MASTERCARD, JCB or 
cheques in U.S. funds only] 


c/o Matthew Swift, 
Membership Secretary 
6658 Carnelian Street, 

Rancho Cucamonga, 
CA 91701-4515 USA 
Phone/Fax 909-483-5590 
E-mail cymsociety @prodigy.net 


AOR 193 
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with some having a pink overlay on the 
yellow making it very attractive. Some 
blooms have good flower size, which is 
achieved through the use of Cym. 
Dutchman’s Delight. As this cross is just 
starting to flower it will be interesting to 
watch if anymore excellent cultivars are 
received. 


2. Cym. (Red Beauty x Rod) 
‘Amaranth’ 


This plant was the first to flower that I 
can recall out of the cross. It has stunning 
colour and stands out amongst the other 
orchids. ‘Carmen’ was the cultivar of 
Cym. Red Beauty that was _ used. 
‘Amaranth’ is a_ greatly improved 
‘Carmen’ having good shape, better colour 
and a slightly larger flower size. Also plant 
vigour is greatly improved. Looking for- 
ward to seeing this plant when fully 
matured for when it flowered for the first 
time in 2000 it was in a 12.5cm pot 


3. Cym. Melissa Ann ‘Moving Sand’ 


A white intermediate from the crossing 
of Cym. (Greenock x Lone Star) that has 
lots of character. I have a preference for 
orchid blooms that have white labellums 
or those with very little colour. ‘Moving 
Sand’ has a white labellum with a few 
large red blotches at the tip. The blotches 
vary amongst the blooms in number and 
position. 


4. Cym. No Worries ‘Zephyr’ 

Another cross that has produced many 
good cultivars. Parentage of Cym. No 
Worries is Cym. (Winter Wonder x Sweet 
Touch). From this parentage I expected a 
high percentage of showbench, intermedi- 
ate blooming plants and this cross has 
proven to be the case. Most have flowered 
in the white and cream shades. ‘Zephyr’ is 
one of the exceptions being green. Cym. 
Sweet Touch has produced the attractive 
labellum with its Cym. Tongariro influ- 
ence. 


5. Cym. Warren Michael ‘Full On’ 


Very large blooms in the deep pink 
shades have been produced. Cym. Warren 
Michael is a cross of Cym. Alegria with 
Cym. Terama. We have flowered many 
cultivars with lots of substance and full- 
ness in shape. It has one undesirable char- 
acteristic in that the flower counts are low 
being eight to ten flowers on a stem. 


6. Cym. Beverley Smith ‘White Globe’ 
Parentage is Cym. (Cleo’s Melody x 
Dutchman’s Delight). The overall number 
of good cultivars has been poor. ‘White 
Globe’ has certainly been an exception. 
Flower shape is amongst the best possible. 
Labellum is well marked and fully dis- 
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played making an excellent contrast. Good luck with the flowering of your 
Flower size is small, 9cm, when parentage new seedlings. 

is taken into consideration. The saying Kevin Butler 
good things come in small packages is cor- 76 Evandale Road 
rect. Landsdale, WA 6065 


Cym. Warren Michael ‘Full On’ 


Cym. Beverley Smith ‘White Globe’ 


2 CY MBIDIUM 
B¥a ORCHIDS 


Quality Cymbidium Mericlones for 
DAwvID the showbench or enthusiast 


ORCHIDS Telephone or Write for Catalogue 


22 Emmett Street Golden Square 
Victoria 3555 Telephone (03) 5442 4806 
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Awarding Cymbidiums: 
Past, Present & Future 


he subject of improvement in cymbid- 

iums, the awarding or the lack of 
awarding of new cymbidiums and the 
standards applied to them is, and has been 
for some time, a regular topic of conversa- 
tion among Cymbidium enthusiasts. 

Before going any further, I’ll make it 
quite clear that this will not be an attack on 
judges or any judging system - judging 
orchids will always be a value judgement 
and, as such, will always be open to debate 
or criticism. Unlike a sporting event where 
an indisputable result is achieved (the first 
past the post or the most goals), judging 
orchids requires mere human beings to 
form an opinion based on a loosely defined 
theory of perfection and be guided by a 
few rules to point them in the supposedly 
right direction. I would advise anyone who 
thinks the job is a piece of cake to sign up 
immediately - your judging panel needs 
you. 

There are a number of judging systems 
in operation around the world, all of 
which attempt to achieve basically the 
same result using slightly different meth- 
ods and all with their own strong and 
weak points, advantages and disadvan- 
tages. Some attempt to reduce the human 
factor to a minimum by using detailed 
rules, guidelines and forms to be filled 
out, with flowers and plants almost being 
dissected with measurements and 
appraisals given to the various parts, each 
flower segment, the inflorescence, et 
cetera, so that one plant can be scored 
against previous award winners, or the 
theoretical idea of perfection. Others use a 
looser appreciation method, where judg- 
ing panels are made up of people with 
many years of experience of orchids, 
whether commercial, scientific, botanical, 
or in some other field. The assumption is 
that years of involvement with orchids 
and the viewing of countless thousands of 
flowers will enable the judges to appraise 
the nominated plant they are required to 
judge. 

Most judging systems probably fall 
somewhere in between these two exam- 
ples, using some combination of the 
“pointing up” method and the appreciation 
method, with judges training also varying 
from formal and traditional schooling 
methods, to more relaxed methods of 
hands-on experience working with quali- 
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Text by Rob Smith 


fied judges who assess progress and abil- 
ity, or some combination of the two sys- 
tems. 

When it comes to quality awards, most 
of us are familiar with the terms Highly 
Commended Certificate (HCC), Award of 
Merit (AM) and First Class Certificate 
(FCC). In most cases, the point score nec- 
essary to gain these quality awards out of 
a possible maximum of 100 are expressed 
in the percentages of at least 75% for an 
HCC, at least 80% for an AM and at least 
85% for an FCC. 

The judging systems which use a for- 
malised pointing up method usually allot 
various maximum point scores to various 
sections of the flower and plant, breaking 
up the potential 100 into points for flower 
shape, colour, size, flower count and, usu- 
ally, spike habit for standards, with slightly 
different categories designated for inter- 
mediates and miniatures where the overall 
appearance of the plant and flowers is con- 
sidered important. 

The systems based on the appreciation 
method rely more on the judges’ experi- 
ence to evaluate the plant in question 
against known benchmarks and previously 
awarded orchids. Following the judges 
reaching their decision as to whether the 
plant in question is either a) worthy of an 
award, and b) if it is, what award is mer- 
ited, a quantitative point score is given to 
indicate where on the scale the particular 
plant sits. For example, 84% would indi- 
cate a high AM and close to an FCC, 
whereas 76% would indicate that the plant 
qualified for an HCC but only by a small 
margin. These scores provide some guide 
for future reference, along with records of 
the plant’s specifications when judged 
(such as flower count, colour, flower size, 
etcetera) and could be referred to when 
judging other orchids in the same class or, 
perhaps, the same orchid at a future date if 
put up for a higher award on a better flow- 
ering. 

If all of this is starting to sound a bit 
complicated, you’re getting some idea of 
what judges are faced with. Just to com- 
plete the picture, it should be remembered 
that no one has ever defined just what the 
ultimate qualities of an orchid would be to 
result in a perfect score of 100. Perhaps 
some people think in terms of an FCC 
award implying perfection, but remember 


that the qualifying mark to gain an FCC is, 
in fact, 85% and, while some orchids may 
score higher than 85%, none have come 
close to 100 as yet. 

Of course, values change over time and 
whether it should or not, the bar is con- 
stantly being raised. In 1946, Cym. 
Girrawheen ‘Enid’ was awarded an FCC 
in New South Wales and, by today’s stan- 
dards, it probably wouldn’t gain even an 
HCC but, at the time, it was considered a 
significant improvement over what had 
gone before and was, presumably, fairly 
close to what orchid growers at the time 
could envisage as ultimate perfection. In 
1984, Cym. Jubilation ‘Geronimo’ was 
also awarded an FCC from the Australian 
Orchid Council. Since that time no 
Cymbidium has come close to gaining an 
FCC, but does that mean the bar has been 
raised? 

My personal opinion is that there are 
cymbidiums equal to, or better than, those 
awarded around 20 years ago but few, if 
any, of them have gained equal awards, let 
alone award scores higher than the bench- 
mark cymbidiums in their class. In 1974, 
Cym. Highland Mist ‘Lalchere’ received a 
high AM award and twelve years later, in 
1986, Cym. Lake Macquarie ‘Winsome’ 
received an AM, but at lower points than 
‘Lalchere’. Still in the white standard 
class, Cym. Lovely Angel ‘Bubbles’ and 
Cym. White Valley ‘Becky’ have received 
AM’s in recent years, but I don’t believe 
either of these orchids received a percent- 
age as high as ‘Lalchere’ was given back 
in 1974. The same situation applies across 
just about every class I’m aware of, 
regardless of flower size. Cym. Yowie 
Flame ‘Heather’ only just managed an 
HCC in 1983 (75.6 points) and until very 
recent years, no other red standard 
Cymbidium had received a quality award. 
Despite the dramatic advances in standard 
red breeding in regard to vigour, florifer- 
ousness, flower shape and size, few of the 
modern day reds can apparently surpass 
‘Heather’, based on award results. 

In regard to intermediates and minia- 
tures, the first 25 years of AOC awards 
saw only three AM awards given, those 
being in the years 1979, 1984 and 1986. In 
recent years, I know of three other AM 
awards given to intermediates, all in 
Victoria, and all three for greens (interest- 
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ingly, the AOC awards mentioned from 
1979, 1984 and 1986 were for two greens 
and a pure colour), the plants being Cym. 
Freeling ‘Green Ice’, Cym. Gentle Touch 
‘Bon Bon’ and Cym. Jack Hudlow 
‘Waikanae’. Will intermediate and minia- 
ture cymbidiums need to become copies of 
standard-sized awarded orchids, only 
smaller, to receive award recognition? 
Will hybridisers have to produce smaller 
versions of the likes of Cym. Valley 
Zenith, Cym. Lake Macquarie, or Cym. 
Jubilation to see high awards given to 
intermediates or miniatures, and will the 
concept of smaller, floriferous cymbidi- 
ums where the overall plant and floral dis- 
play are considered important be replaced 
by plants capable of producing one or two 
spikes of flowers where shape becomes 
the prime concern? 

Rather than turning intermediates and 
miniatures into dwarfish copies of show 
bench standards (if that is where we are 
heading), perhaps we should be looking 
toward standards which exhibit the attrib- 
utes initially favoured in the other two size 
classes? Now that the shape of standard 
flowers has reached a high level of sophis- 
tication, should we be looking toward 
valuing floriferousness, multi-spiking 
properties, vigour, compact growth and 
overall plant and flower harmony in the 
standard size class? Such cymbidiums are 
certainly a reality, with a number of 
Australian hybridisers producing cymbid- 
iums with such attributes, as well as qual- 
ity flower form and large flower size too. 
Is it time to look for more than just a flower 
spike with a good flower count of large 
and shapely blooms, where the plant itself 
is almost inconsequential? Should we re- 
evaluate the properties considered desir- 
able in a Cymbidium, not to abandon our 
current values, but to amend and augment 
them to reflect the advances made through 
hybridising? Is a Cymbidium which 
exhibits flower form, size, count and spike 
habit equal to our current benchmarks, but 
which also exhibits floriferousness, com- 
pact growth and balance between floral 
display and plant form an improvement? If 
it is, then perhaps it should be rewarded 
through the award system. 

Do we also need to consider the parent- 
age of a Cymbidium being judged to fairly 
assess its quality? Have we paid sufficient 
attention to the results of particular breed- 
ing lines, bearing in mind what may be a 
reasonable expectation from the parents 
involved? Such consideration can work 
both ways, either with regard to improve- 
ments over both parents or, conversely, 
where the resultant clone may be inferior 
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to its parents but, due to their high stan- 
dard, the offspring may still receive an 
award (referring back to ‘Becky’ AM and 
“Bubbles’ AM, assuming they could pro- 
duce offspring could a resultant flower of 
HCC quality be considered worthy of an 
award, or should we expect better from 
such quality thoroughbreds?), while to a 
hybridiser who has crossed two superior 
parents looking for improvement over 
both in the resultant seedlings, a result 
which is inferior to the parents in all areas 
may be considered a failure, or at least a 
disappointment, whereas to a _ hobby 
grower who had purchased and grown on 
one of the seedlings and, on flowering it 


equal to previous HCC flowers, for exam- 
ple, may be very happy with the result. 
Should the flower in question be judged 
against the benchmarks, or judged taking 
into account the quality of the parents 
involved in producing it? Do we say it 
doesn’t warrant an award because it is not 
an improvement over the parents, or do we 
say on form, count, etcetera, it’s worthy of 
an award regardless of its parentage? I 
believe the Royal Horticultural Society 
considers orchids for award along such 
lines, comparing the orchid being consid- 
ered for award with both its parents to 
determine the degree of improvement 
achieved. While no system is perfect, all 


Cym. Beau Guest ‘Beau’ 


Cymbidium Seedlings 


from Over Grown Community Pots 
Choose any five plants of any cross for $15 


Cym. (Via Del Playa x Terama) 
‘Cherry Blossom’ 
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Nursery -— 156 Pimpala Rd, Morphett Vale, S.A. 5162 


Phone (08) 8381 2609, Fax (08) 8381 8335 


Postal & A/H - 5 Friar Court, Salisbury East, S.A. 5109 
Phone (08) 8283 0411, Fax (08) 8283 0411 


Email 
Homepage 


- valleyor@senet.com.au 
- http://users.senet.com.au/~valleyor 


Now Available - Cymbidium Seedling flasks 
from our new hybridising program. Features lots of new, 
high production parents, & lots of bright pure colour 
crossings, many with showbench pottential. 

Flasks of 5, 10 or 25 plants available are immediately & 


others made to order, with 3 months delivery time. 


Available are hundr S Of mericlones 
K leti es) in, flask, 
mg size plants. 


Please phone or write for lists 


Special introductory offer — 10% off all flask orders received before July 31%. 


We are now accredited to send plants to Western Australia. 
Plants & flasks also available in Holland from Fleurijn Orchids (Leon Van Rijn) — Ph 31 15 36 99 431 


PO Box 583 
Bulimba 4171 

Hares situated at 

29 Daring treet (East) 
b Drayton, Toowoomba 
MEN OST? Phone 04 1219 2362 
ACN 010 469 306 Fax 07 4630 1102 
eMail: barry @florafest.com.au 


View our web site at 
www.florafest.com.au 


| Conan ve olay fe euoeees 


Weekly Internet Dutch Auction 
of Quality Aussie Dendrobiums & Sarcochilus Orchids, 
up to 40% ... 50% .. 60% .. even up to 70% off normal prices, 
Visit our Web site for full details and lists of available plants to be Auctioned 


Nursery open Wed. Thurs & Friday afternoons (or by appointment) 
Join us in Toowoomba on the First Saturday of each month for our 
‘OPEN HOUSE’ with many specials & giveaways. 


Aerojet... A feshvcl of busing colour | 
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have their strong and weak points but, per- 
haps, reference to parentage or at least 
recognition of the parents used to make the 
hybrid could be of use in our judging sys- 
tems, particularly when less sophisticated 
breeding lines are being considered. I’m 
sure there are many judges who may be 
doing this now, but I’m unaware of any 
formalised practice, or advice to judges in 
current handbooks which promotes it. In 
such areas as “developmental” type breed- 
ing lines, or in intermediates and minia- 
tures where the influence of species is pre- 
dominant, regard to what can reasonably 
be expected from the combination of the 
parents used could well be given some 
consideration, combined with reference to 
how the plant in question rates against 
benchmark types from similar breeding 
lines, if available. 

At the end of the day, are we not con- 
cerned with the appreciation and promo- 
tion of cymbidiums (or orchids in gen- 
eral)? It sometimes seems as if we are 
more concerned with looking for reasons 
to mark an orchid down rather than rea- 
sons to mark it up. Certainly awards 
should not be given too easily. To do so 
would only cheapen the concept and, in the 
long run, be counterproductive to the 
development of advanced breeding lines - 
but, do we need a more positive approach? 

It appears to me that, if judging attitudes 
toward cymbidiums and the criteria 
applied remain as they are, we will never 
see another FCC award granted to a 
Cymbidium. If the bigger, more filled in, 
more floriferous and more vigorous cym- 
bidiums of today cannot even match the 
percentage point scores given 20 or more 
years ago, what will it take to do better? 

On the other hand, if we begin to regard 
floriferousness, vigour, multi-spiking abil- 
ity, balance of plant size and floral display, 
along with flower size, form, colour, 
etcetera, as desirable features worthy of 
recognition and take into account compar- 
isons against existing benchmarks and the 
parents involved in producing — the 
Cymbidium being judged, will we not be 
more fairly assessing the orchid before us? 
The cymbidiums we take for granted today 
would be unimaginable to growers 50 
years ago when Cym. Girrawheen ‘Enid’ 
was awarded an FCC, and would be even 
harder to imagine for the people who for- 
mulated the basis of current judging sys- 
tems, even longer ago. Is it not appropriate 
that judging systems change along with 
the changes taking place in the orchids 
themselves? | 

Rob Smith 
24 William Hunter Court 
Rosebud, Victoria 3939 
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Fungal Problems 
in the Cymbidium House 


4 I Yhe adage, “Prevention is better than 
cure’, should be the number one rule 
for combating any fungal disease. 

Good culture is a_ starting point. 

Unfortunately for many “backyarders”, 

when space, time and money is involved, it 

remains a dream. Being one of the biggest 
offenders it seems ludicrous for me to give 
advice to other growers. However, as the 

saying goes, “Don’t do what I do! Do what I 

say!” At least try it! 


General Tips 


Give some space between plants to allow 
for better air circulation, this allows leaves to 
dry quicker. 

Ensure hanging plants are free of soil 
borne fungi; dripping water can affect plants 
below. Spray more often with fungicide. 

Don’t let plants deteriorate too far; repot 
sooner; divide in case of too many back- 
bulbs; use fresh potting mix. 

Water plants in the morning or allow 
plenty of time for leaves to dry before night- 
fall. If possible, don’t water on still, humid 
days. In winter, don’t water over flowers 
unless quick drying is assured (to prevent 
outbreaks of Botrytis). 

Carefully wash off any sugar secretions 
from spikes and leaves (can attract Sooty 
Mould). 

As mentioned in Part One, spore bearing 
structures and spores are usually hard shelled 
and almost immune to fungicides. The weak- 
est link however, is a germinating spore. It 
needs water or high humidity to start germi- 
nating. It also needs the same for survival 
until either an open wound or a stomata is 
found, to allow for entrance into the host. 
Keeping the plants dry certainly helps, using 
preventative fungicides will improve your 
chances even better. 

Use any of the following fungicides: 
Copper oxychloride, Bordeaux Mixture, 
Bravo™, Captan, Spores No More™. 

For control of already infected plants, as 
well as for prevention use: Benlate™. 
Spin™, Bavistan™ , Zineb. 

To prevent spray nozzles from clogging 
up when using chemicals like Copper oxy- 
chloride, Bordeaux Mixture or other wet- 
table powders, filter through a nylon stock- 
ing or panty-hose first — applicable to small 
hand held sprayers — or bundle up and place 
inside of larger ones. Dissolve as much as 
possible before usage and keep on agitating 
during spraying. 
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_ Part 2 
Text by Helmuth Gerber 


Airborne fungi 


The descriptions given above with refer- 
ence to fungicides are aimed at airborne fungi, 
as soilborne ones need a different approach. 

Only a grower knows whether a fungal 
outbreak in the collection is constant, regular 
or at random; accordingly, so are the measures 
for control or prevention and in the majority 
of cases it simply comes down to culture. 

To create the ideal conditions for soilborne 
fungi, a summary of the causes are: Over- 
crowding, over-watering, lack of air and 
neglect, resulting in the rotting of roots 
directly or through the breakdown of the pot- 
ting mix. Any weakness, any open wound (cut 
or broken root, cut rhizome, damage to bulbs 
and usually lower leaves) creates an open 
door for any of those fungi, and once inside a 
bulb, will be fatal. 

Cutting back to obviously healthy tissue 
without seeing any telltale signs of either of 
the following colours; pink ringed; solid pink; 


black or a dull yellow (khaki) MIGHT save 
the remaining plant; dip or drench in fungi- 
cide; seal any cuts and hope for the best. 

Preventing the “damping-off’ of small 
seedlings and mericlones is only possible 
through either pasteurisation or the soaking of 
the potting mix (24 hours before planting) in 
fungicide or by drenching at the time of plant- 
ing. Large quantities of potting mix (bark) can 
be treated with the aid of an industrial steam 
cleaner (if you can get hold of one or afford it), 
smaller quantities can be “cooked” in an oven 
(no burnable handles — please!) or on a stove, 
even in a microwave oven. It might not be an 
absolute eradication of fungal matter but it 
certainly helps. Fungicides suitable against 
“damping-off’ are; Fongarid™ against 
Pythium and Phytophthora, Previcur™ 
against Pythium and Daconil or Terrachlor™ 
against Rhizoctonia. 

Other points to remember are; Plants 
grown on the ground are very susceptible to 


Mericlone Compot Sale Only $24 Each 


TEPKO ‘FRECKLES?’ Delightful lemon/beige spotted mini with citron 


fragrance. 42 c.p.s 


LEOPARD LADY ‘MARY SMITH’ HCC/AOC Classic shaped beige 


spotted standard. 15 c.p.s 


ELF’S CASTLE ‘CROYDON’ Pretty white mini. 2 c.p.s 
GIGLI ‘YELLOW TOWER’ Tall spiking rich yellow intermediate. 7 c.p.s 
STARBRIGHT ‘FEATHERED?’ Beautiful ‘feathering’ on the segments of 


Starbright ‘Capella’. 5 c.p.s 


DESERT GOLD ‘GEYSERLAND’ HCC/OCNZ Old gold intermediate 


with stunning lip. 7 c.p.s 


CORATEA ‘REWA’ HCC/OCNZ Burnt orange standard with massive lip. 


5 c.p.s 


PURE LOVE ‘GOLDIE’ B/CSA Golden yellow standard, excellent 


spikes. 7 c.p.s 


DANCELAND ‘FOOL’S GOLD’ Small yellow intermediate, blush lip. 


5 c.p.s 


REDVALE ‘APPLE BLOSSOM?’ Pink multi-spiking perfumed intermedi- 


ate. 4c.p.s 


SWEET DREAMS ‘EVERGLADES MIST’ Heat tolerant pure colour 
green. Sinense hybrid intermediate. 14 c.p.s 

RUBY ANNIVERSARY ‘FEATHERED FANCY?’ Beautiful feathered 
segments from Ruby Anniversary ‘Pink Surprise’. 20 c.p.s 


These are strong plants, at least 12 months ex-flask. 
15 plants per community pot. Freight extra. 


EASY ORCHIDS 
RSD 2069 Womma Road, Penfield, SA 5121 
Phone: (08) 8284 7174. Fax: (08) 8284 7163 
Website: easyorchids. com.au 
Email: glenn @easyorchids 
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fungal attack due to running water entering 
through the pot hole or through splashing; 
sawdust or woodchips on the floor can make 
it worse. Old leaf litter is another source 
where spore bearing structures are attached. 
Keep your growing and flowering areas tidy. 

Make it a rule to check out leaf markings, 
whether large or small, whether at the leaf tip 
or in the middle. A yellow perimeter is usually 
a sign of activity. Any rough scale-like or 
emery paper-like surfaces within the damaged 
area are bad signs. These are the spore bear- 
ing structures, dormant at this time, highly 
resistant to fungicides and of high longevity, 
in most cases many years. Cut off all infected 
parts and destroy. 

Use of large quantities of high-nitrogen fer- 
tiliser weakens new leaf tips and is an open 
invitation for fungi. It should be avoided even 
more when fungi are present and being con- 
trolled with fungicides. Watering should also 
be reduced to a minimum at the same time. 

Don’t cut or break off spikes too close to 
their base. The open wound, close to the bulb 
and next to an emerging new lead, will be an 
ideal entry point for a soilborne fungus, 
helped by splashing water, with devastating 


effects. For the same reason, remove only 
dried leaf bases from bulbs. 

As indicated in Part One, some fungi 
develop species or just strains, favouring only 
a small number of hosts (similar to the rela- 
tionship of Cym. Sarah Jean with the notori- 
ous insect pest, scale). High on the list of those 
hosts would be Cym. devonianum and its 
hybrids and probably some others to a lesser 
degree, almost always spoiled in appearance 
by those damaged leaves. 

A controversial Cymbidium would be Cym. 
Peter Pan ‘Greensleeves’ and some of its 
hybrids, well known for the myriad of tiny 
spots, covering the leaves, sometimes coalesc- 
ing to such an extent that some of them turn 
black. This disease, known as “ticking”, is sup- 
posed to be genetically derived, however, as 
there are some fungi around, attacking leaves 
predominantly only through stomata, leaving 
symptoms of tiny specks, “ticking” could just 
as well be a fungal disease. It would be an inter- 
esting challenge for an enthusiastic scientist to 
solve this problem for once and for all! 

The registered and non-registered fungi- 
cides mentioned in this article should be seen 
as a guide only and are neither recommenda- 


tions nor endorsements. On purpose I avoided 
the name of many products for the following 
reasons: They might not be available in 
Australia; they could have been banned for 
environmental reasons; be ineffective due to 
resistance; or, superseded by better ones! 

It is up to the grower/user to have proper 
identification of the fungal problem in place 
first before seeking advice for treatment. 
When choosing a fungicide, make sure you 
read the label, take all necessary precaution 
and abide by any possible “staté law”. 

Neither SARDI, its officers, myself nor the 
editor/publisher of this article will be respon- 
sible for any damage, injury or loss of any 
kind incurred through the handling and use of 
any of the mentioned fungicides. 

At this point, I would like to give an open 
invitation to anyone manufacturing or distrib- 
uting fungicides to come forward with the 
name of the products, their usage and avail- 
ability. Bi 


Helmuth Gerber 
19Lascelles Avenue 
Hove, SA 5048 
Ph/Fax (08) 82987848 


Australian Cymbidium Orchid Festival 
at Ararat in 2001 


nce again mid-September sees the 

Cymbidium Orchid Society of Victoria 
(COSV) present the Australian Cymbidium 
Orchid Festival, in conjunction with the 
Rural City of Ararat. 

Since the first national Cymdidium show 
in 1996 a major Cymdidium orchid event has 
been staged every year in the Ararat Town 
Hall either in the form of national shows, or 
in years when the national show has been 
held interstate as part of its scheduled rota- 
tion, the Australian Cymbidium Orchid 
Festival. At either event, many of the 
nation’s best nurseries and private growers 
have converged on Ararat to be part of what 


has become a highlight of the Australian 
Cymdidium orchid season. 

The cooperation between COSV and the 
Rural City of Ararat has been an harmonious 
and mutually beneficial arrangement, pro- 
viding Cymdidium enthusiasts with an 
enjoyable event and the city with a notable 
national profile among orchid growers. 

While confirmation of the 2001 festival has 
been delayed somewhat and many enquiries 
have been made, both from within Victoria 
and from interstate and overseas, plans are 
firmly in place for this year’s festival. 
Hopefully, this popular and unique orchid 
event will continue to be staged at Ararat for 


“‘The best fragrance of all...” 


So said Don Burke when describing 
the fragrance of Australia’s brown boronia. 
This same fragrance is available in one of our 
most popular Cymbidiums... 


Brunette ‘Chocolate Mint? AD/AOC 
Hybridised by Simon Lenkic of Simon Lenkic 
Orchids, the exquisite fragrance of this exotic 
Cymbidium sinense hybrid has been in demand 
since it was awarded in 1981, 17 years ago. 
This popular and timeless appeal is evident in 
many of the selected Cymbidiums we choose 
to offer our customers. 

Phone or send for your Catalogue today. 


Free catalogue available 


In our regular Cymbidium Catalogue you will 
find a wide range of miniatures, intermediates 
and standards. Most are selected for eye 
appeal plus ease of growth and flowering. 


Ask for your free Catalogue today 


We are open from June to October inclusive. 
6 days a week, 10am to 5pm, closed Tuesdays. 
Other times by appointment. 


Peter Chiles Orchids: 


5 Peacock Avenue GAWLER SA 5118 
Phone: (08) 85223883 
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Ararat Town Hall 


as many years as possible into the future. 

For those keen to be part of this year’s 
event either as exhibitors, or visitors to the 
festival, a full preview of the show schedule, 
et cetera, will appear in the next issue but 
dates and times are confirmed here for those 
wishing to secure accommodation and plan 
their participation: 
7th September - 10am to 6pm - set up fol- 


lowed by judging at 7pm. 
8th September - 9am to Spm - show open to 
the public. 


9th September - 10am to 4pm - show open 
to the public 

Any enquiries you may have can be 

directed to David Allen on (03) 9789 1501, 

Fax (03) 9750 5963 or by email to 

d_allen@pacific.net.au a 

David Allen 

18 Wootten Crescent 

Langwarrin, Victoria 3910 
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SHOWDATES 
DATE TIME SEASON ORCHID SOCIETY SHOW ADDRESS 
New South Wales 
7-8 June 9.00am-4.00pm Winter Nambucca Valley Urunga Literary Institute Hall 
9 June 9.00am-3.00pm Urunga 
8-10 June Club Hours Winter Tweed District Tweed Heads Bowling Club 
Wharf Street, Tweed Heads 
9-10 June 9.00am-4.00pm Winter Camden haven Catholic Church Hall 
Ocean Drive, Laurieton 
16 June 9.00am-4.00pm Winter ~— Species Orchid and St. Aidan‘s Anglican Church Hall 
Carnivorous Plant Mt. Brown Road, Dapto 
21-23 June Shopping Centre Hours Autumn Maitlands & Coalfields Raymond Terrace market Place 
to 1.00pm Saturday District William Street, Raymond Terrace 
27-30 June Shopping Centre Hours Winter Newcastle Stockland Mall, Jesmond 
4-7 July Shopping Centre Hours Winter Cumberland Orchid Circle Westfield Shoppingtown, North Rocks 
5-7 July 9.00am-5.00pm Winter Sutherland Shire Swanes Nursery 
8 July 9.00am-3.30pm 80 Port Hacking Road, Sylvania 
5-8 July Shopping Centre Hours Winter Cambelltown & District Macarthur Square Shopping Centre 
Orchid Society Ambarvale 
7 July 9.00am-2.00pm Winter Southern Riviera Anglican Church Hall, Milton 
12-14 July Shopping Centre Hours Winter Eastwood & District Eastwood Shopping Centre 
Orchid Circle Rowe Street, Eastwood 
12-14 July Shopping Centre Hours Winter North Shore The Gordon Centre 
802-808 Pacific Highway. Gordon 
13 July 12 noon-4.00pm Winter Shoalhaven Presbyterian Church Hall 
14 July 9.30am-4.00pm Kinghorn Street, Nowra 
19-21 July Shopping Centre Hours Winter Blue Mountains & Nepean Square K-Mart 
to 4.00pm Saturday Penrith District Complex, Penrith 
19-21 July Shopping Centre Hours Winter Maitland & Coalfields Cessnock Plaza 
to 1.00pm Saturday District Keene Street, Cessnock 
21 July 10.00am-4.00pm Winter Illawarra District Legacy House 
22 July 9.00am-4.00pm 96 Market Street, Wollongong 
25-28 July Shopping Centre Hours Winter Central Coast & Bateau Bay Shopping Centre 
Lakes The Entrance Road 
Bateau Bay 
25-28 July Shopping Centre Hours Winter Berowra & Districts Cherrybrook Shopping Centre 
Shepherds Drive, Cherrybrook 
3 August 9.00am-5.00pm Winter Eurobodalla Orchid CWA Hall 
4 August 9.00am-3.00pm Club Queen Street, Moruya 
15-18 August Shopping Centre Hours Winter Fairfield District Fairfield Forum 
Shopping Centre, Fairfield 
16-18 August 8.30am-5.30pm Winter Port Macquarie Settlement City Chopping Complex 
17-18 August 9.00am-5.00pm Winter Sapphire Coast Orchid Twyford Hall 
19 August 9.00am-1.00pm Club Merimbula 
18 August 10.00am-4.30pm Winter Bellinger Valley Community Church Hall 
Hyde Street, Bellingen 
Queensland 
15 June 9.00am-7.00pm Winter Townsville T.O.S. Hall 
16 June 8.00am-4.00pm Pioneer Park 
17 June 9.00am-4.00pm Condon 
22 June 8.00am-6.00pm Winter Mackay & District The Dome 
23 June 8.00am-3.00pm Centre Point 
24 June 8.00am-1.00pm Mackay 
9 July 9.00am-11.00pm Winter The Atherton Atherton Show 
10 July 8.00am-4.00pm Tablelands Showgrounds 
13 July 9.00am-5.00pm Winter Caboolture Shire Memorial Hall 
14 July 9.00am-3.00pm King Street, Caboolture 
21 July 9.00am-4.00pm Winter John Oxley District Mt. Coot-tha Auditorium 
22 July 9.00am-3.00pm Botanical Gardens, Mt. Coot-tha 
25-28 July Shopping Centre Hours Winter Central Coast & Bateau Bay Shopping Centre 
Lakes The Entrance Road, Bateau Bay 
3-4 August 8.30am-5.00pm Winter Darling Downs Walsh’s Seeds & Garden Centre 
5 August 8.30am-3.00pm (Combined Orchid Association and 881 Ruthven Street South 
Orchid Societies) Toowoomba Orchid Society Toowoomba 
16-18 August 8.30am-5.00pm Winter Maroochydore Kawana Shopping Town, Kawana Waters 
Victoria 
9-10 June 9.00am-5.00pm Winter Melbourne Eastern Waverley Campus of Holmesglen T.A.F.E. 
11 June 9.00am-4.30pm 585 Waverley Road, Glen Waverley 
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DATE TIME SEASON ORCHID SOCIETY SHOW ADDRESS 
30 June 10.00am-4.30pm Winter North East Melbourne Bulleen Heights School 
1 July 10,00am-4.00pm -Pleasant Road, Bulleen 
7 July 12 noon-5.00pm Winter Combined Western Memorial Hall 
8 July 9.00am-3.00pm Victoria Nolan Street, Kerang 
7-8 July 9.00am-5.00pm Winter Maribyrnong Maribyrnong Community Centre 
Randall Street, Maribyrnong 
14-15 July 9.30am-4.30pm Winter The Victorian Orchid Red Cross Centre 
Club Austin & Repat Hospital 
Heidelberg Campus, Entry Gate 7 
Bell Street, Heidelberg 
15 July 9.00am-4.30pm Winter Maroondah Blackburn High School 
Williams Road, Blackburn 
19-21 July Shopping Centre Hours Winter Melbourne Western Werribee Plaza 
Cnr. Derrimut and Heath’s Roads, Werribee 
20-22 July Shopping Centre Hours Winter Sunraysia Orchid Mildura Centre Plaza 
Club Shopping Complex, Cnr. Deakin Avenue & 
15th Street, Mildura 
21-22 July 9.30am-4.30pm Winter Warringal St. Sava Community Hall 
212 Diamond Creek Road, Greensborough 
21 July 9.00am-5.00pm Winter Yarra Valley B&T Ferns & Native Orchids 
22 July 9.00am-4.00pm Lot 2A, Old Emerald Road, Monbulk 
3 August 7.00pm-10.30pm Winter Stawell Uniting Church Hall 
Scallan Street, Stawell 
5-11 August Shopping Centre Hours Winter Mornington Peninsula Cranbourne Park Shopping Centre, 
Cranbourne 
17-19 August 9.00am-5.00pm Winter OSCOV Show Collector's Corner/Gardenworld 
Springvale Road, Keysborough 
4-5 August 10.00am-5.00pm Winter Geelong Orchid & St. Mary’s Hall 
Indoor Plant Club Myer's Street, Geelong 
South Australia 
2-4 July 9.00am-5.30pm Winter Gawler Districts Hollywood Plaza Shopping Centre 
5 July 9.00am-9.00pm Orchid Club Windsor Road 
6 July 9.00am-5.30pm Salisbury Downs 
7 July 9.00am-3.00pm 
8-9 July 10.00am-4.00pm Winter Pt. Lincoln Orchid Kallinyalla Nursery 
Club Shaen Street, Pt. Lincoln 
13 July 12 noon-4,00pm Winter Murray Bridge & Town Hall 
14-15 July 10.00am-4.00pm Districts Orchid Club Bridge Street, Murray Bridge 
18-20 July 10.00am-4.00pm Winter Whyalla Orchid Westlands Shopping Centre 
21 July 11.00am-4.00pm Club Whyalla 
19-21 July 9.00am-3.00pm Winter Port Augusta Orchid Coles Gateway Shopping Centre 
Club Port Augusta 
30 July-4 August Shopping Centre Hours Winter Northern & Eastern Northpark Shopping Centre 
Districts Main North Road, Prospect 
30 July-4 August Shopping Centre Hours Winter South Australia Castle Plaza Shopping Centre 
Orchidaceous South Road, Edwardstown 
13-18 August Shopping centre Hours Winter Northern & Eastern Modbury Tri-Angle Shopping Centre 
Districts North East Road, Modbury 
Western Australia 
5-7 July Shopping Centre Hours Winter Wanneroo Lakeside Joondalup Shopping Centre 
14-15 July TBA Winter Mandurah & Districts West Murray Community Hall 
Orchid Club Barragup 
26 July 8.00am-9.00pm Winter Albany North Road Shopping Centre 
27 July 8.00-5.30pm Albany 
28 July 8.00am-1.00pm 
26-28 July 8.30am-6.00pm Winter Peel Region Warnbro Shopping Centre 
Read Road, Warnbro 
2-4 August Shopping Centre Hours Winter Bunbury Bunbury Forum Shopping Centre, Bunbury 
New Zealand 
31 August 11.00am-5.00pm Winter Whangarei Forum North 
1 September 8.00am-4.30pm : Whangarei 
2 September 10.00am-4.00pm 
South Africa 
28-30 June 9.00am-5.00pm Winter Northern Transvaal Collonade Shopping Centre 
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BUYER’S GUIDE 


Buy, sell or swap. Five lines (approximately 
thirty words) for only $20, each additional 


line (approximately six words) $3 (plus 
GST). 


AUSSIE BARK & PEAT can now be 
obtained on the South Coast. Grades 
vary from seedling to coarse. Contact: 
Derrick Taylor, 14 Marlo Street, Towradgi 
NSW 2518. Phone (02) 4284 3641. Give it 
a go mate! 


ORCHID & HORTICULTURE 
COURSES by DISTANCE EDUCA- 
TION. Short Courses, Certificates and 
Diplomas. 280 courses incl. ‘Design your 
own course’ (eg. 12 different orchid vari- 
eties), Interior Plants, Tissue Culture, 
Nursery, Ferns, Palms, Hydroponics, 
Landscaping, Ecotourism, Writing, Photo- 
graphy, Enviroment etc. 
Correspondence Schools, P.O. Box 2092, 
Nerang 4211. Ph: 07 5530 4855 or 03 9736 
1882. Internet http://www.acs.edu.au/hort 


NEED - Badges from APOC 7 and any 
badges issued in Australia in 2000 and to 
date to update our Badge Collector’s 
Catalogue. Ben Hardy, 9443 E. Heaney 
Circle, Santee, Calif. 92071-2919, USA. 
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@ South American Orchids 
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